Jesus came from Galilee

to John at the Jordan

to be baptized by him.

PASTORAL STAFF
Monsignor Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President chris@icfdaj.org
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation mswope726@gmail.com

Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

Jan. 12 - Second Sunday Food Collection Feb. 9 - Second Sunday Food Collection

Jan. 13 - Parish Council Meeting Feb. 17 - Parish Office Closed
Jan. 14 - Night Out At The Heidelberg - 6:00 PM Feb. 26 - Ash Wednesday/Lenten Soup Supper
Jan. 20 - Parish Office Closed Mar. 8. - Second Sunday Food Collection

Feb. 1- Souper Bowl Spaghetti Dinner - 5:00 PM Mar. 14 - Love Feast

LECTORS MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY

Sat. Jan. 18 - 4:00 PM - Mark Sloan, Betsy Slat Sat. Jan. 18 - 4:00 PM - Barb Aubrey, Judy Sneath,
Sun. Jan. 19 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Billy Sweet, Betsy Lloyd

Fran Semelsberger Sun. Jan. 19 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Ray Kennedy,
Sun. Jan. 19-11:00 AM - Norma Foose, Bill Foose Helen Miller, Jane Strasser
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS Sun. Jan. 19-11:00 AM - Walter Bloom , Peg Madden,
Sat. Jan. 18 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Dorothy Yingling Wendy Campbell, Patrick Podoletz
Sun. Jan. 19 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky, SACRISTAN

Diane Turcovsky Sat. Jan. 18 - 4:00 PM - Jane Byrne

Sun. Jan. 19 - 11:00 AM - Donna Moyer, Lou Ann Clark, ~ Sun. Jan. 19 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Kenneth Gorman, Dolores Capriotti, Sun. Jan. 19 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan
Marilyn Bevan, Daniel Langenbacher SCRIP

ALTAR SERVERS Sat. Jan. 18 - 4:00 PM - Joan Price Nancy Weimer
Sat. Jan. 18 - 4:00 PM - Sophia Raneri, Keaton Swope Sun. Jan. 19 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi,
Sun. Jan. 19 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley Heather Yasolsky

Sun. Jan. 19- 11:00 AM - Camille Krug, Kaelab Ruggles ~ Sun. Jan. 19 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph



I A Few Words from the Pastor:

] BLESSING OF BIBLES! — On the weekend of January 26" the “Sunday of the Word of God,” all are
}l encouraged bring your personal or family bible to Mass for a special blessing. In addition to bless-
ing family bibles, we will be blessing an ornate Book of the Gospels which we have recently ob-

il tained. This blessing of bibles can be a wonderful incentive for a daily prayerful reading of Sacred
d Scripture in our homes.

WALKING IN LOVE OF SCRIPTURE — We are making available in the Gathering Space a special booklet for our
reflection on the Scriptures, based on Pope Francis declaration about this sacred “Sunday of the Word of
God.” In giving us this “Bible Sunday,” Pope Francis has given the Church a wonderful gift, a special opportu-
nity to move more deeply into the Scriptures, the life giving Word of God.

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLE IN YOUR HOME? How important is it to you and your family? How often do you read
it? To help the church grow in love and faithful witness to God, Pope Francis has declared the Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time to be dedicated to the word of God. In preparation for this special Sunday, January 26, we
have made available for purchase bibles of all shapes and sizes for personal and family use. These are on dis-
play in the Gathering Space, and we are taking orders!!!

ADULT ED TO RESUME — Beginning on January 19" and continuing until Lent (February 26 is Ash Wednes-
day) | will be conducting a series on “How to know and love and pray the Bible.” You need only bring your
bible and an open heart. In Lent we will be doing a series on the Mass.

PRAY FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY - Please join in prayer the many faithful from Christian

denominations around the world for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January g
18-25, 2020. This year’s theme, “They Showed Us Unusual Kindness” finds its origins | Bfistian Unity
in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 27:18 — 28:10) and emphasizes that it is through this ' : .
“unusual kindness” that Christians are united as one.

0L Prayer

OUR TRIP TO THE PASSION PLAY — There are only two seats remaining for our June 2020 trip to the Passion
Play in Oberammergau, Germany. If you are interested, please call our parish office! This truly will be an op-
portunity of a lifetime!

January Prayer Intention of Pope Francis MASS SCHEDULE
Promotion of World Peace €1 MONDAY e TUESDAY e THURSDAY e FRIDAY- 8:30AM
We pray that Christians, followers of other < WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM

SATURDAY: 4:00PM

religions, and all people of goodwill may
' b SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM

promote peace and justice in the world.

|BISHOP SUSPENDS PRECIOUS BLOOD: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak has directed that the Precious Blood not be distributed
! in any form at Mass beginning the weekend of January 11 and 12, 2020, and continuing until further notice. The direc-
: tive is due to the severity of the flu season. It is the belief of the Catholic Church that the whole Body of Christ is pre-

; sent under either form of consecrated bread and wine. Reception of Holy Communion on the hand is encouraged dur-
1 ing this flu season; however, reception on the tongue may not be denied.

i During this time, the faithful are also asked to avoid bodily contact during the Sign of Peace. A genuine nod of the head
' with eye contact with others will be the temporary practice.

:These norms will remain in effect throughout the winter months or until the flu season ends. The diocese will an-

; hounce when parishes may return to the regular practice for the distribution and reception of Holy Communion and

i the exchange during the Sign of Peace.



FAITH FORMATION NEWS

;Jan. 12 - No Class.
.Jan. 19 - Class in session.
IJan. 26 - No Class.
| Feb. 2 - Class in session.

SILENT PRAYER GROUP: Jesus said: "Where 2 or 3 are
gathered in My name, there am | in the midst of

them." St. John's prayer group has been meeting in the
day chapel every Wednesday for 40 minutes of silent
prayer followed by a brief teaching from Contemplative
Outreach. We will resume meeting in January with a new
day and time: Mondays at 3:15 P.M. Everyone is wel-
come.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Through the Sacrament of Bap-
tism we become members of God’s family and members
of the Body of Christ, the Church. Each member of the
body of Christ has an obligation due to baptism to build
up that Body, “As a body is one though it has many parts,
and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body,
so also Christ. But as it is, God placed the parts, each one
of them, in the body as he intended.” (1 Cor. 12:12,18)

Stewardship at St. John’s

December 29, 2019
Envelopes S 3,797.00
Loose S 1,894.00
Catholic Education S 20.00
Solemnity of Mary S 180.00
Missionary Cooperative S 20.00
Christmas Offering S 6,463.00
Diocese Ministry Fund $ 100.00
$6,000 CMD Matching Grant S 2,460.00
SubTotal 5 14,934.00
Online Giving S 1,298.00
Total Offertory $16,232.00
January 5, 2020
Envelopes S 5,018.00
Loose S 731.00
Catholic Education S 81.00
Solemnity of Mary S 1,147.00
Christmas Offering S 400.00
Religious Retirement Fund S 10.00
SubTotal S 7,387.00
Online Giving S 2,543.00
Total Offertory S 9,930.00

$6,000 CMD Matching Grant Total
as of January 6, 2020: $2,460.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $123,805
Pledge Payment Committed $37,124
Total Pledges/Donations $160,929

2019 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $43,116
As of November 30, 2019:
Payments/Donations $35,005
Pledge Payment Committed $645
Total Pledges/Donations $35,650

STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have
recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam e Baby Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Judy Baird e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Debbie Billeck
Robert Cole ¢ Millie Grace Capon ¢ Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Kathy Felty
Bernadine Farrell ® Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Fr. Leo Lynch e Sherri Maffettone ¢ Bryson Miller
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy
Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko e Jeff Price ® Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Olga Romerowicz e Cari Roth
Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin ¢ Peggy Seiler
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte
Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel ¢ William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Amber Yasolsky ® Milan & Family

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: "lLord,
even as we enjoy the Super Bowl
football game, help us be mindful
of those who are without a bowl of N\l
soup to eat." A lot of money is BICARING
spent on snack foods for Super Bowl Sunday, but there
are many people who go hungry. Our Family Life Commit-
tee has decided to hold a spaghetti dinner on Saturday,
February 1, of Super Bow!l weekend with all money raised
going to Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Haiti. We are looking
for help cooking and serving a Del Grosso’s spaghetti din-
ner and donations of salad and baked goods to serve with
the spaghetti. And, of course, we need help selling tickets
and spreading the word. Tickets are $7.00 and can be pur-
chased after all weekend masses or in the Parish Office
during the week. Both eat-in and take-out will be avail-
able. There is a sign up sheet on the kiosk for volunteers.

FAMILY NIGHT AT THE HEIDELBERG:
This weekend is the last opportunity
to sign up your family to meet at the
Heidelberg for food and drinks on
Tuesday, January 14, beginning at
6:00 PM. Social Committee is planning a night out at the
Heidelberg County Club in Lakemont for all parishion-
ers. You can sign up on the kiosk! Bring the whole family
- children are welcome also. This event includes ALL pa-
rishioners - self pay.

SCRIP TIP: Why not make the regular use of our Scrip pro-
gram one of your New Year resolutions? Need more infor-
mation so you can help the church with your everyday
purchases? Stop at the scrip table in the Gathering Space
and talk to one of our volunteers.




ST. JOSEPH’S CONVENT RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES:
Teenage Girls’ Retreat (7" — 12" grade): Why be Catho-
lic?, will be hosted from Friday, January 17", beginning at
6:00 pm, through Sunday, January 19”‘, ending at noon,
at St Joseph's Convent, 1872 Munster Rd, Portage

PA. Speakers will include our Sisters and guest Priests.
The retreat will consist of Holy Mass, confession, adora-
tion, conferences, games and crafts. A suggested dona-
tion of S50 is requested. Please register by Tuesday, Janu-
ary 14" by contacting Sister Jacinta at 814-886-4459 or
sisterjacinta@gmail.com. Organized by the Sister Ser-
vants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Married Couple’s Retreat: Journeying in Faith, will be
hosted from Friday, February 14™, beginning at 5:30 pm,
through Sunday, February 16th, ending at noon at St Jo-
seph's Convent, 1872 Munster Rd, Portage PA. Speakers
will include Fr. Leo Arnone and Fr. Aron Maghsoudi. For
the weekend’s meals and expenses, there is a suggested
donation of $75 per person. Please register by Tuesday,
Feb 11%" by contacting Sister Jacinta at 814-886-4459 or
sisterjacinta@gmail.com. Organized by the Sister Ser-
vants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.Organized by
the Sister Servants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Women'’s Retreat (18 years and older): Going Deeper in
Our Faith, will be hosted from Friday, March 6" beginning
at 5:30 pm, through Sunday, March 8th, ending at

noon, at St Joseph's Convent, 1872 Munster Rd, Portage
PA. Speakers will include our Sisters and guest

priests. For the weekend’s meals and expenses, there is a
suggested of $S75 per person. Please register by Tuesday,
March 3" contacting Sister Jacinta at 814-886-4459 or
sisterjacinta@gmail.com. Organized by the Sister Ser-
vants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Organized by
the Sister Servants of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

THIS IS MY BELOVED SON This Sunday’s celebration of
the Baptism of the Lord closes the Christmas season. In
the scriptures we see one more epiphany, or manifesta-
tion, of the Spirit of God in Jesus—but this time it is as an
adult, rather than as a child. Jesus’ baptism also serves as
the inauguration of his prophetic mission and the messi-
anic age.

Today’s reading from Isaiah describes God’s chosen Mes-
siah, upon whom God’s spirit rests. In the Acts of the
Apostles Peter says that “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and power” (Acts 10:38). Finally, in
the proclamation from Matthew’s Gospel Jesus’ baptism
in water goes almost unnoticed. The crucial moment
comes when the Spirit of God comes upon Jesus and a
voice from heaven echoes the words of Isaiah: “This is my
beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased”

(Matthew 3:17). Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Baptism of the Lord
January 12, 2020

A voice came from the heavens, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

— Matthew 3:17

© 1.8, Paluch Co, Inc

Schedule for the Week

Sunday Jan. 12— Baptism of the Lord

8:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

11:00AM- Mass for Marie Farrell requested by
Cecelia Bloom

Monday Jan. 13 — Weekday

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Joe & June Miller requested by
Marian Monios

Tuesday Jan. 14 — Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM- Morning Prayer
8:30AM- Mass for Joe Robeson

Wednesday Jan. 15 — Weekday

5:00PM- Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions

6:00PM- Mass for Angeline Capriotti requested by
Ron Skupien

Thursday Jan. 16 — Weekday

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for John Lloyd requested by
Ferdie & Mary Ann Thompson

Friday Jan. 17 — St. Anthony, Abbot

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Sylvia Baker requested by
Don & Sarah Miller

Saturday Jan. 18 — Vigil of 2" Sunday In Ordinary Time
3:00 PM- Confessions
4:00PM- Mass for Ryan Ergler requested by

Ed & Deb Ergler

Sunday Jan. 19 - 2" sunday In Ordinary Time

8:00AM- Mass for Guido Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi

11:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20;;Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mk 2:1-12
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Protecting Seniors cRee
Nationwide

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems
Two-Way Communications
400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
Wwww.comprosinc.com

The Most Complete

Online National

FINDaPARISH.com
Directory of
Check It Out Today! Catholic Pavrishes

One Free Month

No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee

Easy Self Installation

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR
502 LOGAN BLVD.
944-3536

Certified Auto Technician 400 S. Logan Blvd.
Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 Iiusirtuiuuitim on siens
Consider
£ Encompass Health Remembering
Rehabilitation Hospital of Altoona Y()llr PariSh in
2005 Valley View Boulevard Your Will.
Altoona, PA 16602 For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
v'Ambulance Solutions as Lowas $ 19 95 4 month %

FREE Shipping

(814) 944-3535

Offering Physical Therapy,

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP
Pediatric Cardiology and other

A\C CG/"O/

. S f% Medical Consultations, LLC
Occupational Therapy, I 7S “Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and
& Speech Therapy Qé 5' Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”
% &
x O

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidayshurg, PA 16648
(814) 695-0632 - Accepting New Patients Again

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! 6

edtcal cons

Ask For Us By Name!!!

|§>< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

|(A|.|. BY 12/31 70 RE(ElVEl 1
' | 75% 58% OFF h
! LABOR* 1

*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost
of material.

Offer expires 3/31/20

" Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card |
with FREE in-home estimate!

Al partprts wh aend an etmated 60-90 i n-home produt |
| conulation il eceive a $25 g card. Rt vale s $25.Ofer sponsord by
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sls,

and instlls seamiess qutter prtection. This offer i vali or homeoers over |
18'ears ofage. I married orinvolved with a e partne, both cohabiating
| persons must attend and complete presentation together. Partiipants must
ave a photo 1D, be able to understand Englis, and e leally able to enter
1 intoa contract. The following persans are not elgve for this offr: employees |
of Company o afiated companies oreniies,teirimmedite family
I members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the |
past 12 months and ll curent and former Company customers. Gift may not
1 e extended, ransferred, or substiuted except that Company may substitue a |
i of equal o greater value f t deems it necessary.Giftcard will be maid to
the particpant vi irs lass United States Mai vtin 21 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promtion or discount
oy, O g cr prmce y Lowe's st

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

*Guaranteed not to clog for as.
long as you own your home, or
we'll clean y itters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license
number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg  695-1551

ONE D PARISH

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

'

Your Catholic Credit Union

i ' RC
I FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org ¢ 814-946-0857
Plumbing
McAleer’s ;

Heating,
Since 1886 i

o Registered Master Plumbers © Residential & Commercial
o Free Estimates ® Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark e Quality Work
Non-Smoking Employees © An Altoona Tradition
1008 Chestnut Ave. ¢ Altoona 942-7153
378660 St John the Evangelist Church www.jspaluch.com

"4%14;\‘
MEMORIAL STUDIO

When Only The
Best Will Do

3 ol 814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602
Corner of 10th & Pleasant Valley Blud.

is guaranteed
never to clog or unday Mlssal
we'll clean it for
FREE* An ideal companion
- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out for personal prayer.

« Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

- Durable, all-weather tested system not
a flimsy attachment

LeafGuard=

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

v/Police vFire @ '
3

v/Friends/Family
This Button SAVES Lives!

As Shown GPS,
CALL Lowest Price Guaranteed!
NOWI 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
MDMedAlert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Saint Margaret o

/ « LeafGuard®

eaves, pine needles, and debris

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

I WORLD UWMPUWCAHI)NSI “

800-566-6150 « www.wlpmusic.com

Get it. And forget it.®

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc. E

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629
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