APPOINTMENTS

ACOLYTES

Tues. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Mai Linh Do, Ryan Donoughe,

Rylee Hershey, Keaton Swope
Tues. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM -Bob Olson, Nicholas Helsley
Weds. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM -NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 28 - 4:00 PM - Rylee Hershey, Keaton Swope
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Nicholas Helsley
Sun. Dec. 29 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Kaelab Ruggles

LECTORS
Tues. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Donna Moyer, Richard Karcher
Tues. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM -Barbara Bundy, Susanna Tomlinson
Weds. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM -NOT FILLED, Gary Johnson
Sat. Dec. 28 - 4:00 PM - Mark Sloan, Maria Spayd
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:00 AM - Tim Rea, Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Dec. 29 - 11:00 AM - Russell O'Reilly, Richard Consiglio

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Tues. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM -Diane Turcovsky, Daniel Turcovsky,

Mary Truesdale, Connie Baker, NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED

Tues. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom,
Dolores Capriotti, Kenneth Gorman

Weds. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Barb Aubrey, NOT FILLED

Sat. Dec. 28 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Dorothy Yingling

Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:00 AM - Fran Semelsberger, Mary Truesdale

Sun. Dec. 29 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Kenneth Gorman,

Lou Ann Clark, Walter Bloom, Donna Moyer, Cecelia Bloom

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Tues. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - Mary Grace Horton, Patrick Podoletz,
Helen Miller, Mike O’Neill, Ginny Reeder,
NOT FILLED,NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Tues. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Betsy Lloyd, Judy Sneath, NOT FILLED,
NOT FILLED
Weds. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM - Carolyn English, Peg Madden,
NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sat. Dec. 28 - 4:00 PM - Coleen Langguth, David Langguth,
Judy Sneath, Billy Sweet
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Helen Miller,
Mike O’Neill, Ginny Reeder
Sun. Dec. 29 - 11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Mary Grace Horton,
Peg Madden, Patrick Podoletz

SACRISTAN
Tues. Dec. 24 - 4:00 PM - NOT FILLED
Tues. Dec. 24 - 10:00 PM - Barbara Bundy
Weds. Dec. 25 - 10:00 AM -Jane Byrne
Sat. Dec. 28 - 4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 29 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 24, Christmas Eve: 4:00 PM & 10:00 PM
December 25, Christmas Day: 10:00 AM

They shall name him
Emmanuel,
which means
“God is with us.”
— Matthew 1:23

DECEMBER 22, 2019
FOURTH SUNDAY

OF ADVENT
St. John the Evangelist Church
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA
814-942-5503
www. stjohnsaltoona.org
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00

MASS SCHEDULE

MONDAY e TUESDAY ® THURSDAY e FRIDAY- 8:30AM
WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM
SATURDAY: 4:00PM
SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM

SCRIP
Sat. Dec. 28 - 4:00 PM - Joan Price, Nancy Weimer
Sun. Dec. 29 - 8:00 AM - Erika & Heather Yasolsky
Sun. Dec. 29 - 11:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Dec. 24-26 - Parish Office Closed
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Masses @ 4:00 PM & 10:00 PM
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass @ 10:00 AM
Dec. 27 - Feast of St. John the Evangelist Mass at 8:30AM
followed by breakfast at The Dream
Dec. 31/Jan. 1- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:
Masses Dec. 31 @ 4:00 PM and Jan.1 @10:00 AM
Jan. 14 - Night Out At The Heidelberg - 6:00 PM
Feb. 1- Souper Bowl Spaghetti Dinner - 5:00 PM




A Few Words from the Pastor:

CHRISTMAS CAROLS: THE GOSPEL PROCLAIMED — Throughout the Christmas season we proclaim the birth of Christ in
the various Christmas carols that we sing. True Christmas carols are in fact our means of proclaiming the gospel in this
very secular culture. Here is one of my favorites! The last verse is especially powerful, as we are called to give our
hearts to the Newborn Prince of Peace.

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter long ago.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day,
A breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay;

Enough for Him, whom angels fall down before,

The ox and ass and camel which adore.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air,

But only His mother in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the Beloved with a kiss.

What can | give Him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd | would bring a lamb,

If | were a wise man | would do my part,

Yet what | can | give Him, | will give my heart.

CHRISTMAS GRATITUDE - Abundant thanks in advance to all who will make our Christmas celebrations so worthy of
the Divine: our choirs, our liturgical ministers, our decorators and our parish staff. A special thanks to you, the gath-
ered “Faithful,” whose presence at our Christmas liturgies is a marvelous witness in to Christ, our Wonder Counselor
and Prince of Peace!

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLE IN YOUR HOME? How important is it to you and your family? How often do you read it? To
help the church grow in love and faithful witness to God, Pope Francis has declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
to be dedicated to the word of God. In preparation for this special Sunday, January 26, our parish will be making avail-
able for purchase bibles of all shapes and sizes for personal and family use. Our display of bibles will begin next week.

OUR ANGEL TREE — Many thanks to all who have participated in our annual Angel Tree Project. Your generosity will
bring many smiles on many little faces this Christmas!

FIRST PENANCE — Our congratulations to the children who made their first Penance last Saturday. The celebration of
this Sacrament is their final step in their preparation for their First Communion, set for Sunday, May 10 at the 11:00
Mass.

PASTORAL STAFF

: Msgr. Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com Mr. & Mrs. Bill & N F Stephen Minist I
!Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net r rs- Bl kbbb Sotntahabbibtioaild

i Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President . norma.foose@yaf.)oo.com
! chris@icfdaj.org Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation |

!Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager Mr. Mark Krepich R'tms??:ﬁe?iE@lgr:'al::con: Adult
i stiohnchurch@atlanticbb.net r. Mark Krepic ite of Christian Initiation for Adults

> Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate mark.krepich@gmail.com I

4j219@msn.com Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance |



FAITH FORMATION NEWS

; Dec. 22 - No Class .
. Dec. 29 - No Class.
IJan. 5 - Class in session.

CHRISTMAS CHOIR: We're looking for
CHOIR MEMBERS OF ALL AGES to singina

multi-generational choir at the 4:00 PM
Christmas Eve Mass and at the 10:00 AM

"¢ ~——
Christmas Day Mass. We will be singing 3 =

familiar Christmas carols and would like to fill those
empty chairs in the choir area. All ages and abilities! Par-
ents and grandparents, come sing with your children and
grandchildren. Singers should plan on arriving early, at
least 1/2 hour before mass begins.

Contact Deborah Johnson at 814-931-2867 for the details.

ST. JOHN'’S SKI CLUB starts in January.
The club is open to all members of St.
John's as well as family members and
friends. We ski on Sunday afternoon.
Great winter family fun beginning in Janu-
ary. Contact Theresa Johnsonbaugh at 932-8308 for the
details and to register.

PARISH FEAST DAY MASS AND BREAKFAST: Please join
in our parish feast day celebration on Friday, December
27, with Mass at 8:30 AM. After the morning Mass, we
will go to breakfast at The Dream in Hollidaysburg. You
can sign up on the kiosk if you plan on attending the
breakfast.

SCFipnﬂ‘*’z

DON’T FORGET SCRIPNOW FOR LAST MINUTE GIFTS!
Skip the cold weather and holiday crowds—take care of
those last-minute gifts right from home! Choose their fa-
vorite retailer and send an eGift right to their inbox. It's
like having your very own personal elf! It’s easy to get
started! Simply visit ShopWithScrip.com and follow the
simple steps to set up your new account in just minutes.
Use the enrollment code E73D25C3842.

2020 CALENDARS: The Diocesan Family Life Office calen-
dars are available in the Gathering Space. Please help
yourself to as many as you need.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-24

The child born to Jesus and Mary was named Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.” Every child is EMMANUEL,
reminding us “God is with us.” Children are signs of God’s
continuing presence in our lives .

STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have
recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam e Baby Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Judy Baird e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Debbie Billeck
Robert Cole ¢ Millie Grace Capon ¢ Betty Dennis
Michael DeStefano ¢ Jim Duffy e Kathy Felty
Bernadine Farrell ® Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier
Molly Grenfell ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Fr. Leo Lynch e Sherri Maffettone ¢ Bryson Miller
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy
Patricia Olson e Mary Oricko e Jeff Price ® Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Olga Romerowicz e Cari Roth
Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin ¢ Peggy Seiler
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte
Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel ¢ William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Amber Yasolsky ® Milan & Family

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:

Donald L. ‘Butch’ Houseman, husband of Sue Houseman
May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE: Please note: All information
for the January 5 bulletin should be submitted by Thurs-
day, December 26.

THANKS TO OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS: Because of the
generosity and support of those businesses and individu-
als who purchase advertising space on the back cover of
our bulletin, we are able to provide you with news and
information about your parish and your faith.

Take a look at the ads that run every week, and patronize
our advertisers—and when you do, let them know that
you're patronizing them because you saw their ad in our
bulletin. Then thank them personally for supporting our
parish community. For information on advertising please
contact J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Stewardship has the power to
shape and mold our understanding of our lives and the
way in which we live. St. Joseph carried out God’s will and
embraced his fatherhood as a model of stewardship.
Christian stewards respond in a particular way to the call
to be a disciple. May you allow God to change your plans
in order to fulfill the plan of your life in Him.

Collection totals for December 15 are not available
because of an early bulletin deadline.




Top TWELVE fun facts about the first CHRISTMAS

1 The 'Three Wise Men' are not mentioned by name in
the Bible. They are now commonly known as Caspar, Mel-
chior, and Balthasar as these names were detailed in an
early 6th century Greek manuscript.

2 The Three Wise Men of the East, are also called the
Magi, are featured in the Bible story of the Nativity. The
story of the Three Wise Men are detailed in the Bible in
Matthew 2, 1-5; 7-15; 19-23.

3 Bethlehem means “house of meat or bread” famous as
the birthplace of Jesus, means in Arabic “House of
Meat” (Bayt Lahm) and in Hebrew “House of Bread” (Bet
Lehem).

4 The Three Wise Men presented the infant Jesus with
three gifts which were fit for a king. as a symbol of king-
ship on earth, symbolizing virtue.

5 Myrrh (an embalming oil) was used as an anointing oil
and as a symbol of suffering.

6 Frankincense was used as a perfume, symbolizing
prayer and the priesthood.

7 Herod was the King of Judaea and sent the three wise
men to Bethlehem.

8 Caesar Augustus (Gaius Octavius, great-nephew Julius
Caesar) was the name of the Roman Emperor who sent
out a decree that all the world should be taxed.

9 The name of Joseph's city was Nazareth. Population be-
tween 500—2,000 citizens MAX!

10 The baby Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes. This
was a practice in Roman times when clothing and strips of
fabric were wrapped about a baby to hold its arms and
legs immobile, straightening and strengthening the body.

11 Joseph and Mary went to Egypt to flee from Herod.

12 The Star of Bethlehem was reported by Matthew, but
at the same time Chinese astronomers recorded it, too.
"What Kind of Astronomical Marvel was the Star of Bethlehem”
Christianity Today, 23 November 2015.

COMPILED by the Family Life Office
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown

: FAMILY RITUAL: This Advent, instead of trying to get all

' the presents on a child’s Christmas list, get them one or
Etwo, and then allow your presence in their life to be their
é present. Spend time with your children baking cookies for
i others instead of running from store to store. Help them
'to think of someone in the neighborhood that they can

é be a ‘Santa’ for, so that the focus isn’t on the receiving,

i but the giving. Make sure to tell the story of Jesus’ birth
'to your kids, as this is what the Season really is all about.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2019

They shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”

— Matthew 1:23

©1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Schedule for the Week

Sunday Dec. 22 — 4" Sunday of Advent

8:00AM- Mass for Dave Petrak requested by
Ron & Joyce Cunningham

11:00AM- Mass for Joseph Miller requested by
Dr. & Mrs. David Lee

Monday Dec. 23 — Late Advent Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Joe Robeson

Tuesday Dec. 24 — Vigil of The Nativity of the Lord

4:00PM- Mass for Leo & Cecelia & Donna Long
requested by Dee Schmerbeck

10:00PM- Mass for People of the Parish

Wednesday Dec. 25 — The Nativity of the Lord
10:00AM- Mass for William Schmerbeck requested by
Dee Schmerbeck

Thursday Dec. 26 — St. Stephen, The First Martyr

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for The Monios Family requested by
Marian Monios

Friday Dec. 27 — St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for New Evangelization of St. John’s Parish

Saturday Dec. 28 — Vigil of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary

and Joseph

3:00 PM- Confessions

4:00PM- Mass for Frank & Elizabeth Schmerbeck
requested by Dee Schmerbeck

Sunday Dec. 29 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and

Joseph

8:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

11:00AM- Mass for Matthew Geishauser requested by
Nick & Jean Lovrich

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 1443, 16; Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]

Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14

Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:13, 2-8
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FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR
502 LOGAN BLVD.
944-3536
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

*Guaranteed not to clog for as.
long as you own your home, or
we'll clean y itters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license
number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024.

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home
David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg  695-1551
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Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Grow in your faith,
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with OneParish!
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