APPOINTMENTS
ACOLYTES
Sat. Nov. 30-4:00 PM - Rylee Hershey, Keaton Swope
Sun. Dec. 1 - 8:00 AM - Mai Linh Do, Jack Donoughe
Sun. Dec. 1 -11:00 AM - Nevaeh & Makayla Langenbacher

LECTORS
Sat. Nov. 30-4:00 PM - Mark Sloan, Betsy Slat
Sun. Dec. 1 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, James Krug
Sun. Dec. 1 - 11:00 AM - Richard Consiglio, Richard Karcher

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Nov. 30-4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Dorothy Yingling
Sun. Dec. 1 - 8:00 AM - Fran Semelsberger, Mary Truesdale
Sun. Dec. 1 - 11:00 AM -Daniel Langenbacher, Marilyn Bevan,
Dolores Capriotti, Paul Dennis, Norma Foose, Bill Foose

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Nov. 30 - 4:00 PM - Barb Aubrey, Judy Sneath, Billy Sweet,
NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 1 - 8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Ray Kennedy,
Helen Miller, Ginny Reeder
Sun. Dec. 1 - 11:00 AM - Wendy Campbell, Lou Ann Clark,
Peg Madden, Walter Bloom

SACRISTAN
Sat. Nov. 30-4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Dec. 1 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sun. Dec. 1 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP
Sat. Nov. 30 -4:00 PM - Joan Price, Nancy Weimer
Sun. Dec. 1 - 8:00 AM - NOT FILLED, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 1-11:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi, NOT FILLED

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY e TUESDAY ¢ THURSDAY ¢ FRIDAY- 8:30AM
WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM
SATURDAY: 4:00PM
SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM

PASTORAL STAFF

Msgr. Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President
chris@icfdaj.org
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry
norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation
mswope726@gmail.com
Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

Al

NOVEMBER 24, 2019
OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, KING OF THE
UNIVERSE
St. John the Evangelist Church
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA
814-942-5503

www. stjohnsaltoona.org
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

Nov. 27 - “It's A Wonderful Life” viewing in Parish Center

Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving Day Mass - 9:00 AM

Nov. 28-29 - Parish Office Closed

Dec. 1 - Advent Penance Service - 4:00 PM

Dec. 8 - Second Sunday Food Collection

Dec. 8 - Advent of Christmas Concert - 7:00 PM

Dec. 9 - Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Mass: 8:30 AM

Dec. 15 - Family Pizza Party/Christmas Caroling - 1:00 PM




A Few Words from the Pastor:

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS — All are encouraged to participate in the Eucharist at 9:00 AM on Thanksgiving Day. This is
a secular holiday but with a very deep spiritual meaning. There is no better way to keep this Thanksgiving Day sacred
than celebrating Mass with your parish family. Those attending mass on Thanksgiving Day are invited to bring food
items for the neediest in our community.

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE — The question is not, “have you seen the movie?” but “How many times have you seen it!”
This is one of the most popular and heart-warming films ever made. It’s near universal appeal and association with
Christmas has provided a rich story of redemption that has inspired generations for decades. Here at St. John’s, begin-
ning on the first Sunday of Advent, and continuing for five Sundays, our Adult Formation will be a five-week Bible study
experience which examines this beloved holiday classic and reminds us how easily we can become distracted from
what is truly meaningful in life. If you would like to participate in this program, please sign up on the kiosk, so we can
order the books (510). Each book comes complete with discussion questions for each session, Scripture references,
detailed character sketches, a movie summary, and related commentary. The clips of the movie are available to be
downloaded free of charge. For those who have not seen the movie, we will have a showing in the parish center on
Wednesday, November 27 at 7:00. More than likely, however, you probably have friends who will lend you their

copy!!!

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE — There is no better preparation for Christmas than the celebration of the Sacrament of
Penance. Our Advent Penance Service will be held Sunday, December 1st, at 4:00 PM. The daylight hour will be
much more convenient for those who have difficulty getting out in the dark! Make a good confession! What more
beautiful way to begin the Advent season and prepare for the birth of the Savior.

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (December 8) - Because this feast falls on a Sunday this year, it will be
observed on Monday, December 9", and is not a Holy Day of Obligation. Those wishing to observe this feast are invited
to participate in our regular 8:30 AM Mass, which will be held in the Church. The Immaculate Conception is the Patron-
ess of the United States, to whom we turn in our joys and in our sorrows. Keep this day holy!

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLE IN YOUR HOME? How important is it to you and your family? How often do you read it? To
help the church grow in love and faithful witness to God, Pope Francis has declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
to be dedicated to the word of God. In preparation for this special Sunday, January 26, our parish will be making avail-
able for purchase bibles of all shapes and sizes for personal and family use. We will also be obtaining a more ornate
Gospel Book that will be used and displayed at our Sunday liturgy. In declaring this special day, Pope Francis wrote
that “a special day devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God will help the church experi-
ence anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable
riches before the world.”

ADVENT CALENDARS — Advent is coming soon, and the tradition of a beautiful Advent Calendar can help “keep Christ
in Christmas,” and not allow secular values to distract us. Free Advent Calendars are available in the Gathering Space
for you to take home to use with your family.

{ Christmas flowers should be submitted by December 16 : for the holidays 1o attend this ,
in order to be acknowledged in the December 22 bulletin. : annual event. After the congert, Qrbrlﬁtmﬂﬁ
éThere is an envelope in the packet that can be used or : refreshmer'mts will be served in Q[Dn[ert

gyou can also donate through online giving. ithe Gathering Space. %

© 1.8, Paluch Co, Inc.

November Prayer Intention of Pope Francis : OUR ANNUAL ADVENT/CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be
Communication and Reconciliation i presented on Sunday, December 8 at 7:00. This year, the !

That a spirit of dialogue, encounter and gv iAduIt, Handbell and Youth choirs have prepared a won- i
reconciliation emerges in the Near East, 3 ' + derful performance that includes some new music as well :
where diverse religious communities share ' : as some of the traditional songs and carols. Thereisno
their lives together. by i admission fee, but a suggested donation of S5 per person

Lor $10 per family goes toward supporting our music min- :

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS, Al memorial donations for | Sy rogram. Take a realcfrom your busy preparations



FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Nov. 24 - Class in session.
. Dec. 1 - No Class.
! Saturday, Dec. 7 - First Reconciliation Retreat in the
i Church - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Sunday, December 8: Family Advent Gathering
for all students K-11th and their parents .
I Students must be accompanied by an adult.
i Young siblings and/or other family members
are invited to attend as well.
' . Saturday, December 14: First Reconciliation - 10AM
[ 2nd grade students to report at 9:30AM
; Dec. 15 - Class in session.

ST. JOHN’S ANGEL TREE 2019:
St. John’s Parish will assist Catholic ¢@x

Charities to work with those in Angel Tree
need this Christmas Season. If you

know of someone who needs help, please have them call
Catholic Charities at (814) 944-9388. Families should tell
Catholic Charities that they were referred by St. John’s.
The family will fill out a form of needs and return it to the
Catholic Charity Office in person with photo ID. We will
prepare the need cards that will hang from our Parish
Christmas Tree the week before Thanksgiving in order to
shop on Black Friday. Catholic Charities imposes the rule
that you may not spend more than $25 for a gift. You can
wrap that gift and return the gift with the attached card
to the Gathering Space or just buy wrapping paper to add
with the gift if you not a wrapper. All gifts must be re-
ceived by December 15 so we can take them to Catholic
Charities who will deliver them to the families.

On the tree you will also find requests for grocery store
gift cards that you can purchase with scrip and put in the
special Angel Tree box provided. We will give those food
cards to Catholic Charities and they will disburse them to
the families. Looking forward to a blessed holiday as we
build a loving community! For more information, contact
Susanna Tomlinson (814) 414-1151.

LOVE FEAST FOLLOW-UP: Joy and fellowship were the
hallmarks of our service to about 80 guests at the Novem-
ber 9 Love Feast. We are grateful to everyone who pur-
chased food and supplies for this event. Give thanks also
to the following crew who prepared treat bags and food,
greeted, served, and cleaned up with record effi-

ciency: Rhonda Adams, Agiolieri family of 5, Joyce Cun-
ningham, Carolyn English, Mary & Ray King, Evie & Stella
Koch, Linda & Dan McGrath, Ethan & Emily Miller, Barb
Nagle, Jody & Leah Petrunak, Pat Podoletz, Becky Reed,
Marge Rudolph, Fran Semelsberger, Natalie & Jillian
Smith, Jane Strasser, Iris Tatar, and Anna Mae Wid-

ney. Our next Love Feast will be on Saturday, March 14,
2020.

STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have
recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam e Baby Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Judy Baird e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Debbie Billeck
Robert Cole ¢ Millie Grace Capon ¢ Michael DeStefano
Jim Duffy e Kathy Felty e Bernadine Farrell
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier e Molly Grenfell
Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Fr. Leo Lynch e Sherri Maffettone ¢ Bryson Miller
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy
Patricia Olson ® Mary Oricko e Jeff Price ® Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Olga Romerowicz e Cari Roth
Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin ¢ Peggy Seiler
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte
Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel ¢ William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Amber Yasolsky ® Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Fr. Anthony Legarski
Mary Kay Budd - sister of Dr. Budd
Elain Houseknecht - aunt of Joyce Lowe
June Miller
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

SCRIP TIP: It's the time of year to spread some holiday
cheer to employees, customers, and business associates!
Scrip gift cards are a great way to say “Thank You!” You
can also use scrip when you go grocery shopping for holi-
day get-togethers. We have Giant Eagle, Hometown Mar-
ket, Martin’s and Weiss gift cards in stock. Drop off your
order form at the scrip table as you come in to mass and
pick it up on your way out after mass, or use the enroll-
ment code E73D25C3842 to set up a new online account
at shopwithscrip.com.

Stewardship at St. John’s
Offertory for November 17

Envelopes S 3,853.00
Loose S 554.00
Children’s S 1.00
Catholic Charities S 952.00
Christmas Flowers S 70.00
SubTotal S 5,430.00
Online Giving S 1,288.00
Total Offertory S 6,718.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $112,956
Pledge Payment Committed $46,528
Total Pledges/Donations $159,221
2019 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $43,116
As of October 31, 2019:
Payments/Donations $34,505
Pledge Payment Committed $995
Total Pledges/Donations $35,500




ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING...
Volunteers are needed to light
candles on the Advent Wreath at
each mass in December. We are
looking for two or more people or
families interested in participating S
at the beginning of the Liturgy. The DVEN
dates are Nov. 30/Dec. 1, Decem-

ber 7/8, December 14/15, and December 21/22. Please
sign up on the kiosk in the Gathering Space.

© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.
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PAUL, A NEW COVENANT JEW: Dr. James Merrick will be
offering a 6 week course beginning Tuesday, January 7™
from 6:00-8:30 PM at the Seton Suite, Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament, Altoona on St. Paul, a New Covenant
Jew. Rooted in Scripture, the course explores Paul the
man, Paul the Apostle and Paul the Saint. Dr. Merrick is a
lecturer at Franciscan University of Steubenville, theology
and Latin teacher at St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy in
Boalsburg and on the faculty for Lay Ecclesial Ministry and
Diaconal Formation. The cost of this course, which in-
cludes registration and textbook is $62.00. For more in-
formation or to registration please call Marybeth at (814)
361-2000 or email at mheinze@dioceseaj.org. Registra-
tion forms are also available online at www.dioceseaj.org/
lay-ecclesial-ministry/. This course can be taken for con-
tinuing education credits and is open to all.

SACRAMENTS: This 8 week course will be offered in Janu-
ary in two locations. Fr. Timothy Grimme will be teaching
at St. Michael Church Hall, St. Michael on Tuesdays from
6:30-8:30 PM beginning January 7. Dr. James Merrick
will be teaching at the Seton Suite, Cathedral, Altoona on
Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 PM beginning January 9. For
registration, please contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000
or by email at mheinze@dioceseaj.org. All are welcome.

CATHOLIC COUNSELORS OF AMERICA: St. Aloysius Faith
Education & Community Center, 7911 Admiral Peary
Highway, Cresson, PA 16630. 814-505-7178

Are your thoughts trying to control you? Do you harbor an
angry and unforgiving heart? Are you anxious about what
others think or say? Are you in a depressed mood most of
the day? Are you afraid, worried, and have no peace?
God's Word is the source of all Wisdom through Our Lord
Jesus Christ. The Most Holy Spirit is our Counselor. Our
Blessed Mother Mary and all the holy angels and saints
are our intercessors and protectors. Come! There is help
for you. Catholic Counselors of America is a benefit LLC
whose purpose is to create a positive impact to society by
providing affordable counseling services. Peace!

Call Leorosie (Rose) Trexler, Master of Science in Commu-
nity Counseling at 814-505-7178.

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
November 24, 2019

I rejoiced because they said to me,
“We will go up to the house of the Lorp.”

— Psalm 122:1

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sunday Nov. 24 — Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the

Universe

8:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

11:00AM- Mass for Serena Stevens requested by
Dr. & Mrs. Joe Klobuka

Monday Nov. 25 — Weekday

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Rose Marie Moczydlowski requested by
Barb Bundy

Tuesday Nov. 26 — Weekday

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Marie Taylor requested by
David Riccitelli

Wednesday Nov. 27 — Weekday

5:00PM- Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions
6:00PM- Mass for Joe Robeson

6:45PM- Rosary

Thursday Nov. 28 — Thanksgiving Day
9:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

Friday Nov. 29 — Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM- Morning Prayer
8:30AM- Mass for Ralph Lowe

Saturday Nov. 30 — Vigil of the 1st Sunday of Advent

3:00 PM- Confessions

4:00PM- Mass for Sidney & Roberta Garrett requested by
Richard & Joyce Lowe

Sunday Dec. 1 — 1st Sunday of Advent

8:00AM- Mass for Wayne Cunningham requested by
Ron & Joyce Cunningham

11:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Lk 21:12-19
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Lk 21:20-28

Thanksgiving Day, Suggested:

Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9;Lk 17:11-19
Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33
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