APPOINTMENTS
ACOLYTES
Sat. Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Rylee Hershey, Keaton Swope
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Jack Donoughe
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Kaelab Ruggles

LECTORS
Sat. Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - David Langguth, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Tim Rea, Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Gary Johnson, James Krug

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Joseph Klobuka, Pam Klobuka
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Mary Truesdale
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Kenneth Gorman,

Lou Ann Clark, Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom, Donna Moyer

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Larry Van Sickel, Paula Van Sickel,
Connie Baker, NOT FILLED
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Fran Semelsberger, Ginny Reeder,
Carolyn English, Ed Stoltz
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Mary Grace Horton,
Peg Madden, Wendy Campbell

SACRISTAN
Sat. Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Dorothy Yingling
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan

SCRIP
Sat. Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Mary Haenig
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY e TUESDAY ¢ THURSDAY e FRIDAY- 8:30AM
WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM
SATURDAY: 4:00PM
SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM

PASTORAL STAFF

Msgr. Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President
chris@icfdaj.org
Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry
norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation
mswope726@gmail.com
Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

Yoy must be 'pm/;‘ared; for at an hour you do not expect,
the Son gf.‘Man will come.”

— Matthew 24:44
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December Prayer Intention of Pope Francis

The Very Young \
That every country resolutely commits to Se
taking the necessary measures to make the

future of the very young, especially those
who suffer, a priority. ' \

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Dec. 1 - Advent Penance Service - 4:00 PM
Dec. 8 - Second Sunday Food Collection
Dec. 8 - Advent of Christmas Concert - 7:00 PM
Dec. 9 - Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Mass: 8:30 AM
Dec. 15 - Family Pizza Party/Christmas Caroling - 1:00 PM
Dec. 24-26 - Parish Office Closed
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Masses at 4:00 PM & 10:00 PM
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass at 10:00 AM
Dec. 27 - St. John the Evangelist Feast Day
Dec. 31/Jan. 1- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God:
Masses Dec. 31 @ 4:00 PM and Jan.1 @10:00 AM
Jan. 14 - Night Out At The Heidelberg - 6:00 PM
Feb. 1- Souper Bowl Spaghetti Dinner - 5:00 PM



A Few Words from the Pastor:

SECOND SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION - Please do not forget those who are less fortunate than ourselves. Your gifts of
food and finance next Sunday will help feed hungry children in our community.

IT’"S A WONDERFUL LIFE — The question is not, “have you seen the movie?” but “How many times have you seen it!”
This is one of the most popular and heart-warming films ever made. It’s near universal appeal and association with
Christmas has provided a rich story of redemption that has inspired generations for decades. Here at St. John’s, begin-
ning this Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent, and continuing for five Sundays, our Adult Formation will be a five-week
Bible study experience which examines this beloved holiday classic and reminds us how easily we can become dis-
tracted from what is truly meaningful in life.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE — There is no better preparation for Christmas than the celebration of the Sacrament of
Penance. Our Advent Penance Service will be held this Sunday, December 1st, at 4:00 PM. The daylight hour will be
much more convenient for those who have difficulty getting out in the dark! Make a good confession! What more
beautiful way to begin the Advent season and prepare for the birth of the Savior.

CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF HOMILETICS — | will be attending the annual meeting of CATH this week, to
be held at Princeton University, from Wednesday til Friday. | am most grateful to Deacon Gene for his ministry in pro-
viding Communion Services on those days!

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (December 8) - Because this feast falls on a Sunday this year, it will be
observed on Monday, December 9™ andis not a Holy Day of Obligation. Those wishing to observe this feast are invited
to participate in our regular 8:30 AM Mass, which will be held in the Church. The Immaculate Conception is the Patron-
ess of the United States, to whom we turn in our joys and in our sorrows. Keep this day holy!

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLE IN YOUR HOME? How important is it to you and your family? How often do you read it? To
help the church grow in love and faithful witness to God, Pope Francis has declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
to be dedicated to the word of God. In preparation for this special Sunday, January 26, our parish will be making avail-
able for purchase bibles of all shapes and sizes for personal and family use. We will also be obtaining a more ornate
Gospel Book that will be used and displayed at our Sunday liturgy. In declaring this special day, Pope Francis wrote
that “a special day devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God will help the church experi-
ence anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable
riches before the world.”

ADVENT CALENDARS — Advent is coming soon, and the tradition of a beautiful Advent Calendar can help “keep Christ
in Christmas,” and not allow secular values to distract us. Free Advent Calendars are available in the Gathering Space
for you to take home to use with your family.

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES: All information for the De-
cember 22 bulletin should be submitted by Thursday, De-

dhristmas
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due on Wednesday, December 18.

cember 12. Information for the December 29 bulletin is : Dl'l[EJ.‘l' <,

OUR ANNUAL ADVENT/CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be
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i mass in December. We are still look- : ias some of the traditional songs and carols. There is no

ing for two or more people or fami- w}}\ # : admission fee, but a suggested donation of $5 per person ;
! lies interested in participating at the & o 3 i 'or $10 per family goes toward supporting our music min- :
beginning of the Liturgy. The dates ADVENT : istry program. Take a break from your busy preparations
are December 7/8, December 14/15, and December : for the holidays to attend this annual event. After the
21/22. Please sign up on the kiosk in the Gathering Space ; ! concert, refreshments will be served in the Gathering

or contact Debbie Johnson in the office - 942-5503. : Space.



FAITH FORMATION NEWS |

~Dec. 1- No Class. 1
. Saturday, Dec. 7 - First Reconciliation Retreat in the |
I Church - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM .
I Sunday, December 8: Family Advent Gathering I

for all students K-11th and their parents . I

Students must be accompanied by an adult.
I Young siblings and/or other family members
i are invited to attend as well. |
- Saturday, December 14: First Reconciliation - 10AM I
! 2nd grade students to report at 9:30AM
1 Dec. 15 - Class in session.

ST. JOHN’S ANGEL TREE: Our tree
is up and loaded with ornaments
containing gift requests.

Catholic Charities imposes the rule
that you may not spend more than 525 for a gift. You can
wrap that gift and return the gift with the attached card
to the Gathering Space or just buy wrapping paper to add
with the gift if you not a wrapper. All gifts must be re-
ceived by December 15 so we can take them to Catholic
Charities who will deliver them to the families. On the
tree you will also find requests for grocery store gift cards
that you can purchase with scrip and put in the special
Angel Tree box provided. We will give those food cards to
Catholic Charities and they will disburse them to the fami-
lies. Looking forward to a blessed holiday as we build a
loving community! For more information, contact
Susanna Tomlinson (814) 414-1151.

Angel Tree

ANGEL TREE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Angel Tree Gifts will
be delivered to Catholic Charities on Monday, December
16™. We need a few drivers to help get the gifts over to
Catholic Charities office around 9:30AM. If you are able
to help, let Susanna know by calling or texting 814-414-
1151. Last day to bring gifts to the Church is Sunday,
December 15". Thank you.

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Matthew 24:37-44

In today’s gospel Jesus advises: “Stay awake, watch out,
and pray for the strength to hold your ground” when
“fearful and bewildering signs” appear threatening your
family. Resist being “fearful;” fear cripples! Instead “pray
for the strength” to be courageous.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: All memorial
donations for Christmas flowers
should be submitted by December
16 in order to be acknowledged in
the December 22 bulletin. There is
an envelope in the packet that can be used or you can
also donate through online giving.

STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have
recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for
these and all people in need:
Baby Adam e Baby Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Judy Baird e Julie Beiswenger ¢ Debbie Billeck
Robert Cole ¢ Millie Grace Capon ¢ Michael DeStefano
Jim Duffy e Kathy Felty e Bernadine Farrell
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier e Molly Grenfell
Ken Hartman ¢ Randy Horton e Brian Kopp ¢ Lisa
Fr. Leo Lynch e Sherri Maffettone ¢ Bryson Miller
Susie Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers ¢ Nancy
Patricia Olson ® Mary Oricko e Jeff Price ® Karen Price
Ron Peschock e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Olga Romerowicz e Cari Roth
Mike Rudolph e Fr. Robert Rustin ¢ Peggy Seiler
Anne Showalter ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte
Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel ¢ William Wieland
Noah Wills ¢ Amber Yasolsky ® Milan & Family
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Fr. Anthony Legarski
Mary Kay Budd - sister of Dr. Budd
Elain Houseknecht - aunt of Joyce Lowe
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

USE SCRIP ON ALL THINGS HOLIDAY: Gift cards are great
for gift giving, but you can also use scrip on everything
you need this season, including:
e Greeting and holiday cards
e Holiday decorations
e Food and ingredients
e Snowsuits, sleds, and outerwear
e Traveling for the holidays? Use scrip to book your
flights, hotels, and rental cars. If you're road trip-
ping to grandma’s house, grab gift cards for gas
stations that you can register and reload along
the way.
Drop off your order form at the scrip table as you come in
to mass and pick it up on your way out after mass, or use
the enrollment code E73D25C3842 to set up a new online
account at shopwithscrip.com.

Stewardship at St. John’s

Offertory totals were not available this week
because of an early bulletin deadline.

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $112,956
Pledge Payment Committed $46,528
Total Pledges/Donations $159,221

2019 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $43,116

As of October 31, 2019:
Payments/Donations $34,505
Pledge Payment Committed $995
Total Pledges/Donations $35,500




LIVING FAITH WITH MARY THROUGH RENEWAL OF THE
MIND AND TRANSFORMATION OF THE HEART: It is by
refining and deepening our faith, renewing our minds by
putting on a new fresh way of thinking, and being open to
transformation that we can experience true and lasting
spiritual freedom. Join Father David Tickerhoof TOR on
Monday, December 9, 2019 at Sisters of the Sacred Heart
Retreat Center, 1872 Munster Road, Portage, PA, from
9:00 AM to 3:30 PM to experience! Cost: Suggested
$20.00 RSVP: Monday, December 2, 2019 Fr. David Tick-
erhoof at 941-243-0372 or frdavidjt@gmail.com

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING: What better way to get
into the holiday spirit than by caroling
in the neighborhood? Our Family Life
Committee is organizing a Family
Christmas Caroling Party on Sunday,
December 15, after the 11:00 Mass.
We'll gather in the Parish Center for
pizza around 1:00 and then we will go
caroling through the neighborhood.
Everyone loves to sing Christmas car-
ols. We'll provide songsheets with the lyrics. As it was said
best in EIf the movie, “The best way to spread Christmas
Cheer, is singing loud for all to hear.” Everyone is wel-
come. Why not invite family members to come along?
Sign up on the kiosk so that we know how much pizza to
order.

CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS: Can you
bake a couple dozen cookies this week
for the reception after the Advent of
Christmas Concert next Sunday? Just
drop them off in the Day Chapel next
weekend, December 8 & 9, when you
come to mass.

PLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN A LIFETIME:

nuns left lasting impressions
on me,” writes a donor. “I
- _"' shall always be grateful for my
b | Catholic education.” Please
join in thanking the thousands
‘ of senior Catholic sisters,
Retirement brothers, and religious order
Fund for priests who worked tirelessly
Religious to educate the young and
Pieatabivs snatousito serve those in need. Next
week’s second collection is for
the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious, which helps hundreds of religious communities
care for aging members. Please give generously.

First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2019

“You'. .. must be prepared,
for at an hour you do not expect,
the Son of Man will come.”

— Matthew 2444

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sunday Dec. 1 —1* Sunday of Advent

8:00AM- Mass for Wayne Cunningham requested by
Ron & Joyce Cunningham

11:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

4:00PM - Parish Penance Service

Monday Dec. 2 — Advent Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Joe Robeson

Tuesday Dec. 3 — St. Francis Xavier, Priest

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM- Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Frances C. Brown requested by
James & Rita Stabley

Wednesday Dec. 4 — Advent Weekday
5:00PM- Eucharistic Adoration

6:00PM- Evening Prayer & Communion Service
6:45PM- Rosary

Thursday Dec. 5 — Advent Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:30AM- Morning Prayer & Communion Service

Friday Dec. 6 — Advent Weekday/St. Nicholas, Bishop
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:30AM- Morning Prayer & Communion Service

Saturday Dec. 7 - Vigil of the 2™ Sunday of Advent

3:00 PM- Confessions

4:00PM- Mass for David Litzinger requested by
Litzinger Family

Sunday Dec. 8 - 2" Sunday of Advent

8:00AM- Mass for Bill & Josephine Seiler requested by
Ron & Joyce Cunningham

11:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31
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    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
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