
UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS 
Dec. 1 - Advent Penance Service - 4:00 PM 
Dec. 8 - Second Sunday Food Collection 
Dec. 8 - Advent of Christmas Concert - 7:00 PM 
Dec. 9 - Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
 Mary Mass: 8:30 AM 
Dec. 15 - Family Pizza Party/Christmas Caroling - 1:00 PM 
Dec. 24-26 - Parish Office Closed 
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Masses at 4:00 PM & 10:00 PM 
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass at 10:00 AM 
Dec. 27 - St. John the Evangelist Feast Day  
Dec. 31/Jan. 1- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God: 
              Masses Dec. 31 @ 4:00 PM and Jan.1 @10:00 AM 
Jan. 14 - Night Out At The Heidelberg - 6:00 PM 
Feb. 1-  Souper Bowl Spaghetti Dinner - 5:00 PM  

DECEMBER 1, 2019 
FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

St. John the Evangelist Church 
309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA  

814-942-5503 
www. stjohnsaltoona.org 

Office hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00 

APPOINTMENTS        
ACOLYTES 

Sat.  Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Rylee Hershey, Keaton Swope 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Jack Donoughe 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Estella Koch, Kaelab Ruggles 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LECTORS 
Sat.  Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - David Langguth, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Tim Rea, Joyce Cunningham 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Gary Johnson, James Krug 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Sat.  Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Joseph Klobuka, Pam Klobuka 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Mary Truesdale 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Kenneth Gorman, 
             Lou Ann Clark, Walter Bloom, Cecelia Bloom, Donna Moyer 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY 
Sat.  Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Larry Van Sickel, Paula Van Sickel,  
           Connie Baker, NOT FILLED 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Fran Semelsberger, Ginny Reeder, 
           Carolyn English, Ed Stoltz 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Mary Grace Horton,  
            Peg Madden, Wendy Campbell 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SACRISTAN 
Sat.  Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Dorothy Yingling 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCRIP 
Sat.  Dec. 7 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Mary Haenig 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 8:00 AM - Christopher Palazzi 
Sun. Dec. 8 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Msgr. Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com 

Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net 

Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President 

          chris@icfdaj.org  

Ms. Jena Bowman - Business Manager 

           stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net  

Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate     

             dj219@msn.com 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry  

       norma.foose@yahoo.com  

Mrs. Megan Swope  - Director of Faith Formation 

          mswope726@gmail.com 

Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  

      mark.krepich@gmail.com 

Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance 

 

MASS SCHEDULE  
MONDAY • TUESDAY •  THURSDAY • FRIDAY- 8:30AM  

WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM  
SATURDAY: 4:00PM    

SUNDAY: 8:00AM & 11:00AM 

December Prayer Intention of Pope Francis 

The Very Young 
That every country resolutely commits to 

taking the necessary measures to make the 
future of the very young, especially those 

who suffer, a priority. 



A Few Words from the Pastor:A Few Words from the Pastor:  

SECOND SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION – Please do not forget those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  Your gifts of 
food and finance next Sunday will help feed hungry children in our community.   

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE – The question is not, “have you seen the movie?” but “How many times have you seen it!”   
This is one of the most popular and heart-warming films ever made. It’s near universal appeal and association with 
Christmas has provided a rich story of redemption that has inspired generations for decades. Here at St. John’s, begin-
ning this Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent, and continuing for five Sundays, our Adult Formation will be a five-week 
Bible study experience which examines this beloved holiday classic and reminds us how easily we can become dis-
tracted from what is truly meaningful in life.   

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE – There is no better preparation for Christmas than the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Penance.  Our Advent Penance Service will be held this Sunday, December 1st, at 4:00 PM.  The daylight hour will be 
much more convenient for those who have difficulty getting out in the dark!  Make a good confession!  What more 
beautiful way to begin the Advent season and prepare for the birth of the Savior. 

CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF HOMILETICS – I will be attending the annual meeting of CATH this week, to 
be held at Princeton University, from Wednesday til Friday.  I am most grateful to Deacon Gene for his ministry in pro-
viding Communion Services on those days!    

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (December 8) - Because this feast falls on a Sunday this year, it will be 
observed on Monday, December 9th, and is not a Holy Day of Obligation. Those wishing to observe this feast are invited 
to participate in our regular 8:30 AM Mass, which will be held in the Church. The Immaculate Conception is the Patron-
ess of the United States, to whom we turn in our joys and in our sorrows. Keep this day holy! 

DO YOU HAVE A BIBLE IN YOUR HOME?  How important is it to you and your family?  How often do you read it? To 
help the church grow in love and faithful witness to God, Pope Francis has declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
to be dedicated to the word of God.  In preparation for this special Sunday, January 26, our parish will be making avail-
able for purchase bibles of all shapes and sizes for personal and family use. We will also be obtaining a more ornate 
Gospel Book that will be used and displayed at our Sunday liturgy.   In declaring this special day, Pope Francis wrote 
that “a special day devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God will help the church experi-
ence anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable 
riches before the world.” 

ADVENT CALENDARS – Advent is coming soon, and the tradition of a beautiful Advent Calendar can help “keep Christ 
in Christmas,” and not allow secular values to distract us.  Free Advent Calendars are available in the Gathering Space 
for you to take home to use with your family. 

 

 

 

OUR ANNUAL ADVENT/CHRISTMAS CONCERT will be 
presented on Sunday, December 8 at 7:00.  This year, the 
Adult, Handbell and Youth choirs have prepared a won-
derful performance that includes some new music as well 
as some of the traditional songs and carols. There is no 
admission fee, but a suggested donation of $5 per person 
or $10 per family goes toward supporting our music min-
istry program. Take a break from your busy preparations 
for the holidays to attend this annual event. After the 
concert, refreshments will be served in the Gathering 
Space.  

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING…  
Volunteers are needed to light can-
dles on the Advent Wreath at each 
mass in December. We are still look-
ing for two or more people or fami-
lies interested in participating at the 
beginning of the Liturgy. The dates 
are December 7/8, December 14/15, and December 
21/22. Please sign up on the kiosk in the Gathering Space 
or contact Debbie Johnson in the office - 942-5503.  

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES: All information for the De-
cember 22 bulletin should be submitted by Thursday, De-
cember 12. Information for the December 29 bulletin is 
due on Wednesday, December 18. 



ST JOHN’S PRAYER LIST 
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at 
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone 
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING 
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have 
recovered.  Lord we ask for your blessings and care for 
these and all people in need:    

Baby Adam • Baby Aiden • Cari Ann • James Aubrey  
Judy Baird • Julie Beiswenger • Debbie Billeck  

Robert Cole •  Millie Grace Capon • Michael DeStefano  
Jim Duffy • Kathy Felty • Bernadine Farrell  

Helen Fornwalt • Leann Frazier • Molly Grenfell  
Ken Hartman •  Randy Horton • Brian Kopp • Lisa   
Fr. Leo Lynch • Sherri Maffettone • Bryson Miller   

Susie Miller • Barbara Moore • Ailani Myers • Nancy 
Patricia Olson • Mary Oricko • Jeff Price • Karen Price 

Ron Peschock • Mary Rajnish • Allison Recker  
Vicki Riley • Olga Romerowicz • Cari Roth  

Mike Rudolph • Fr. Robert Rustin • Peggy Seiler  
Anne Showalter • Tim & Dina Temofonte   

Patty Teufel • Lois Werfel • William Wieland  
Noah Wills • Amber Yasolsky • Milan & Family  

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for 
the repose of the soul of:  

Fr. Anthony Legarski  
Mary Kay Budd - sister of Dr. Budd 

Elain Houseknecht - aunt of Joyce Lowe 
 May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Dec. 1 - No Class. 
Saturday, Dec. 7 - First Reconciliation Retreat in the  
Church - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM  

Sunday, December 8: Family Advent Gathering  
for all students K-11th and their parents .  

Students must be accompanied by an adult.  
Young siblings and/or other family members  

are invited to attend as well. 
Saturday, December 14: First Reconciliation -  10AM  

2nd grade students to report at 9:30AM 
Dec. 15 - Class in session. 

USE SCRIP ON ALL THINGS HOLIDAY: Gift cards are great 
for gift giving, but you can also use scrip on everything 
you need this season, including: 

 Greeting and holiday cards 
 Holiday decorations 
 Food and ingredients 
 Snowsuits, sleds, and outerwear 
 Traveling for the holidays? Use scrip to book your 

flights, hotels, and rental cars. If you’re road trip-
ping to grandma’s house, grab gift cards for gas 
stations that you can register and reload along 
the way. 

Drop off your order form at the scrip table as you come in 
to mass and pick it up on your way out after mass, or use 
the enrollment code E73D25C3842 to set up a new online 
account at shopwithscrip.com. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGEL TREE: Our tree 
is up and loaded with ornaments 
containing gift requests. 
Catholic Charities imposes the rule 
that you may not spend more than $25 for a gift.  You can 
wrap that gift and return the gift with the attached card 
to the Gathering Space or just buy wrapping paper to add 
with the gift if you not a wrapper. All gifts must be re-
ceived by December 15 so we can take them to Catholic 
Charities who will deliver them to the families. On the 
tree you will also find requests for grocery store gift cards 
that you can purchase with scrip and put in the special 
Angel Tree box provided.  We will give those food cards to 
Catholic Charities and they will disburse them to the fami-
lies.  Looking forward to a blessed holiday as we build a 
loving community! For more information, contact 
Susanna Tomlinson  (814) 414-1151. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS:  All memorial 
donations for Christmas flowers 
should be submitted by December 
16 in order to be acknowledged in 
the December 22 bulletin.  There is 

an envelope in the packet that can be used or you can 
also donate through online giving. 

ANGEL TREE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Angel Tree Gifts will 
be delivered to Catholic Charities on Monday, December 
16th.  We need a few drivers to help get the gifts over to 
Catholic Charities office around 9:30AM.  If you are able 
to help, let Susanna know by calling or texting 814-414-
1151. Last day to bring gifts to the Church is Sunday,    
December 15th. Thank you.  

Stewardship at St. John’s 
Offertory totals were not available this week  

because of an early bulletin deadline. 

Restore*Repair*Rejoice  
Payments/Donations  $112,956 

Pledge Payment Committed  $46,528 
Total Pledges/Donations   $159,221 

2019 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $43,116 

As of October 31, 2019: 
Payments/Donations  $34,505 

Pledge Payment Committed  $995 
Total Pledges/Donations   $35,500 

FAMILIES AND THE GOSPEL: Matthew 24:37-44  
In today’s gospel Jesus advises: “Stay awake, watch out, 
and pray for the strength to hold your ground” when 
“fearful and bewildering signs” appear threatening your 
family. Resist being “fearful;” fear cripples! Instead “pray 
for the strength” to be courageous. 



FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING:  What better way to get 
into the holiday spirit than by caroling 
in the neighborhood? Our Family Life 
Committee is organizing a Family 
Christmas Caroling Party on Sunday, 
December 15, after the 11:00 Mass. 
We’ll gather in the Parish Center for 
pizza around 1:00 and then we will go 
caroling through the neighborhood. 
Everyone loves to sing Christmas car-
ols. We’ll provide songsheets with the lyrics. As it was said 
best in Elf the movie, “The best way to spread Christmas 
Cheer, is singing loud for all to hear.” Everyone is wel-
come. Why not invite family members to come along? 
Sign up on the kiosk so that we know how much pizza to 
order.  

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 

 

Sunday Dec. 1 – 1st Sunday of Advent  
8:00AM- Mass for Wayne Cunningham requested by 
    Ron & Joyce Cunningham 
11:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish 
4:00PM - Parish Penance Service 

Monday Dec. 2 – Advent Weekday 

7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:10AM- Morning Prayer 
8:30AM- Mass for Joe Robeson  

Tuesday Dec. 3 – St. Francis Xavier, Priest  
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:10AM- Morning Prayer 
8:30AM- Mass for Frances C. Brown requested by 
   James & Rita Stabley 

Wednesday Dec. 4 – Advent Weekday 
5:00PM- Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00PM- Evening Prayer & Communion Service 
6:45PM- Rosary  

Thursday Dec. 5 – Advent Weekday 
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:30AM- Morning Prayer & Communion Service 

Friday Dec. 6 – Advent Weekday/St. Nicholas, Bishop 
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration 

8:30AM- Morning Prayer & Communion Service 

Saturday Dec. 7 – Vigil of the 2nd Sunday of Advent  
3:00 PM- Confessions 
4:00PM- Mass for David Litzinger requested by 
    Litzinger Family 
Sunday Dec. 8 – 2nd Sunday of Advent  
8:00AM- Mass for Bill & Josephine Seiler requested by 
    Ron & Joyce Cunningham 
11:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 

LIVING FAITH WITH MARY THROUGH RENEWAL OF THE 
MIND AND TRANSFORMATION OF THE HEART: It is by 
refining and deepening our faith, renewing our minds by 
putting on a new fresh way of thinking, and being open to 
transformation that we can experience true and lasting 
spiritual freedom. Join Father David Tickerhoof TOR on 
Monday, December 9, 2019 at Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
Retreat Center, 1872 Munster Road, Portage, PA, from 
9:00 AM to 3:30 PM to experience! Cost:  Suggested 
$20.00 RSVP: Monday, December 2, 2019  Fr. David Tick-
erhoof at 941-243-0372 or frdavidjt@gmail.com  

PLEASE GIVE TO THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN A LIFETIME: 
Give in thanksgiving. “The 
nuns left lasting impressions 
on me,” writes a donor. “I 
shall always be grateful for my 
Catholic education.” Please 
join in thanking the thousands 
of senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order 
priests who worked tirelessly 
to educate the young and 
serve those in need. Next 
week’s second collection is for 
the Retirement Fund for Reli-

gious, which helps hundreds of religious communities 
care for aging members. Please give generously. 

CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS: Can you 
bake a couple dozen cookies this week 
for the reception after the Advent of 
Christmas Concert next Sunday? Just 
drop them off in the Day Chapel next 
weekend, December 8 & 9, when you 
come to mass.  
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona     944-9365
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor
Hollidaysburg     695-1551

FRANK’S AUTO SERVICE CENTER
FRANCIS GIVLER, JR., Owner

Certified Auto Technician      400 S. Logan Blvd.
814-943-4942          Altoona, PA 16602-4102

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION • CIVIL LITIGATION
EMPLOYMENT/BUSINESS LAW

ESTATES • WILLS • REAL ESTATE

VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR

502 LOGAN BLVD.

944-3536

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org • 814-946-0857

Rehabilitation Center
Regency Square

ASK FOR US
BY NAME!

Pat Leamer, MPT
Physical Therapist
Clinic Manager

2900 Plank Road, Suite 2
Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 941-0916

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP

1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
  (814) 695-0632 • Accepting New Patients Again

Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and 
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”

814-946-8100
Telephone Systems

Two-Way Communications
 400 Highland Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

www.comprosinc.com

 Plumbing,
              Heating, 

 Since 1886 Air Conditioning
• Registered Master Plumbers • Residential & Commercial

• Free Estimates • Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark • Quality Work

Non-Smoking Employees • An Altoona Tradition

1008 Chestnut Ave. • Altoona 942-7153

McAleer’s
g

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

When Only The
Best Will Do

814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602
Corner of 10th & Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Receive a $50 Restaurant.com 
Gift Card with FREE 
in-home estimate!

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
• LeafGuard® 
 is guaranteed   
 never to clog or  
 we’ll clean it for  
 FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out  
 leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania under HICPA license

number PA126357 and in West Virginia under license number WV055024. Get it. And forget it.®

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $50 gift certificate. Visit https://www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete 

terms and conditions and https://www.restaurant.com for participating restaurants. Retail 
value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. 

Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for 
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both 

cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 

The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 

in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is 

subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/19.

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

CALL BY 5/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR
After 5/31/19 customer will be 

eligible for 50% off labor.
 Does not include cost of 
material. Offer expires 

9/30/19.

X

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for 

preschool children and those who are 
in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.
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