APPOINTMENTS
ACOLYTES
Sat. Sept. 7 - 4:00 PM - Ryan Donoughe, Rylee Hershey
Sun. Sept. 8 - 8:00 AM - Ethan & Emily Miller
Sun. Sept. 8 - 11:00 AM - Savannah & Makayla Langenbacher

LECTORS
Sat. Sept. 7 - 4:00 PM - Jack Donoughe, Betsy Slat
Sun. Sept. 8 - 8:00 AM - Russell O'Reilly, Fran Semelsberger
Sun. Sept. 8 - 11:00 AM - Susanna Tomlinson, James Krug

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Sept. 7 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Mary Haenig
Sun. Sept. 8 - 8:00 AM - Joseph Klobuka, Pam Klobuka
Sun. Sept. 8 - 11:00 AM - Daniel Langenbacher, Kenneth Gorman,
Donna Moyer, Barbara Bundy, Dolores Capriotti, Marilyn Bevan

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Sat. Sept. 7 - 4:00 PM - Larry VanSickel, Paula VanSickel,
Billy Sweet, Not Filled
Sun. Sept. 8 - 8:00 AM - Mike O’Neill, Helen Miller
Darlene Scarpaci, Ginny Reeder
Sun. Sept. 8 - 11:00 AM - Walter Bloom, Lou Ann Clark,
Wendy Campbell, Mary Grace Horton

SACRISTAN
Sat. Sept. 7 - 4:00 PM - Dorothy Yingling
Sun. Sept. 8 - 8:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Sept. 8 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy

SCRIP
Sat. Sept. 7 - 4:00 PM - Mary Haenig, Christopher Palazzi
Sun. Sept. 8 - 8:00 AM - Patty & Bill Teufel
Sun. Sept. 8 - 11:00 AM - Peg Madden, Marge Rudolph

SEASON OF
CREATION

1 September - 4 October | #SeasonOfCreation

MASS SCHEDULE
MONDAY ¢ TUESDAY » THURSDAY e FRIDAY - 8:30AM
WEDNESDAY - 6:00PM
SATURDAY: 4:00PM ¢ SUNDAY: 8:00AM 11:00AM

PASTORAL STAFF

Msgr. Michael Becker - mbecker253@aol.com
Deacon Gene Neral - gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Chris Ringkamp - Parish Council President
chris@icfdaj.org
Mrs. Mary Ann Mirobelli - Business Manager
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Mrs. Deborah Johnson - Director of Music/Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose - Stephen Ministry
norma.foose@yahoo.com
Mrs. Megan Swope - Director of Faith Formation
mswope726@gmail.com
Mr. Mark Krepich - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
mark.krepich@gmail.com
Mr. Ken Dunmire - Maintenance

-
) 4
- >

AV AVAVY AV .
NG

1

for the
Care of
Creation

- =,
A\ B S e S

FUA T S PO FS FS 7N

S Palueh Ce Ine.

September Prayer Intention of Pope Francis

Politicians, Scientists and Economists
That politicians, scientists and economists
work together to protect the world’s seas

and oceans.

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
Sept. 1 - Oct. 4: Season of Creation
Sept. 8: Second Mass begins at 11:00 AM
Sept. 8: From Genesis to Jesus - after 8:00 Mass
Sept. 8: Faith Formation Family Meeting - 10:00 AM
Sept. 8: Second Sunday Food Collection
Sept. 8: Interfaith/Ecumenical Prayer Service - 6:00 PM




A Few Words from the Pastor:

LABOR DAY MASS — Consider coming to Mass on Labor Day in thanksgiving for the gifts and talents that God has given
you to make a better world! Mass will be offered at 9:00 AM.

RELIGION AND THE ENVIRONMENT? - The importance of our relationship to the material world is rooted in the mys-
tery of the incarnation itself, where the Son of God took on human flesh. The divine and human were forever united.
Thus, our spiritual journey necessarily involves our relationship to this world, and to our bodies, which the Lord has
redeemed and which will share in the resurrection. From the very creation of the world, Pope Benedict reminds us that
“The environment is God's gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards fu-
ture generations, and towards humanity as a whole.” Our season of creation is an opportunity for us to deepen our
understanding of this gift which God has given us.

BE A GREEN BELIEVER! - Worldwide, a trillion single-use plastic bags are used each year, nearly 2 million per minute.
The amount of energy required to make 12 plastic shopping bags could drive a car for a mile. Currently 100 billion plas-
tic bags pass through the hands of U.S. consumers every year — almost one bag per person each day. We can each do
our part by using our own grocery bags. We are providing bags to assist with your grocery shopping, with the reminder
that we are doing what we can to care for our environment.

INTERFAITH SERVICE OF PRAYER FOR CREATION — We are hosting an important prayer service for the care of creation
on Sunday evening September 8, at 6 PM. We are celebrating the abundance of God’s creation and the call to care for
our common home. Those who plan to participate are invited to bring fresh fruit or vegetables which will be taken to
Sister Paula’s soup kitchen.

A LETTER TO THE SUFFERING CHURCH - Bishop Robert Baron has written a wonderful booklet on the sexual abuse cri-
sis. We are making these books available to our parishioners at no cost. | will be leading a study of this book on
Wednesday evenings at 7 o’clock, from September 11 to October 2. All are most welcome to attend one or all of the
sessions.

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE — To date we have received a bit more than half (26K) of our parish goal of 43K for the
Catholic Ministry Drive. A second mailing from the diocese is in the mail as we speak. An interesting statistic is that
only 45 households have responded to this appeal out of 501. That amounts to approximately 9% of our parish house-
holds. | certainly understand that our own parish appeal may have contributed to our lackluster performance in re-
sponding to the diocesan Catholic Ministries Drive. As always we are most grateful for all that is done for our parish
and for our diocese. Among the many ministries sustained by this drive is Catholic Charities, campus ministry, and our
Fulton County mission. Your sacrifices are greatly appreciated.

RESTORE! REPAIR! REJOICE! Our next project will be the pouring of a sidewalk from the gravel parking lot to the en-
trance of the church. This will replace the small cement pads and will make access from that parking area much more
accessible for the wheelchairs. This work will begin the first week of September. Thus, the current path will not be
usable on the weekend of September 7-8. Our thanks to our parishioner Dave Auerbeck who is doing the work, and to
all who are contributing to our campaign!

FROM GENESIS TO JESUS — | am most grateful to Deacon Gene for conducting our Adult Faith Formation program this
fall. We will be using an excellent series which gives an in-depth look at the Covenant which God has made with his
people, in both the Old and New Testament. This program will begin on September 8 and continue until Thanksgiving.
Enrich your faith life! Join us on Sunday mornings between the Masses in the cafeteria.

FAITH FORMATION TO BEGIN — We are looking forward to another inspiring year for our children! We are beginning
registration now, and expect that our first class will be held on September 8. On that Sunday all Faith Formation fami-
lies will be present at our 11:00 AM Mass for the beginning of our new year of catechesis. At this session all children
and parents are to attend.

TWO SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! The John and Helen Despot Scholarship Fund is making available two $450 scholar-
ships for any child of St. John’s who is attending a Catholic elementary or middle school in this coming school year. Ap-
plications are available in the Gathering Space or can be obtained from the parish office. The deadline for application is
September 30, and the scholarship will be awarded next month. We are grateful for generosity of the Despot family,
who have so generously established this fund in memory of their parents John and Helen.



FAITH FORMATION NEWS

| : September 8 - 10:00 AM - Meeting of all students and

| their parents in the church ;
i CATECHIST NEEDED: We are in need of a catechist to

- teach our 7th/8th grade class this year. One of the most
! important things we can do is help bring the next genera- !
I tion to faith in Jesus Christ. We have all the tools you 1
i need to teach our faith to these young students. If you |
jcan help, contact Megan Swope - (814)631-8273 or
- mswope726@gmail.com.

Before Children’s Liturgy of I
Word resumes at the
11:00AM Mass in Septem- |
1 TTEECE ber, we need a few more |
; adult leaders. Can you help us bring the “Word of God” .
* to the children of our parish this fall on a simple level

. they can understand? We have books that easily guide

: you through the readings, followed by topics to chat with
I the kids about. It’s a small commitment with huge re- 1
| wards. If you can help, contact Megan Swope at (814)
; 631-8273 or mswope726@gmail.com.

<»Children’s Liturgy
= 61 of the Word

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: Faith formation is a life-long
endeavor. By virtue of our baptism, we are called to con-
tinually grow closer to Christ through a life of prayer, ser-
vice, and knowledge of our faith. The Office of Adult En-
richment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry has announced the
following classes for the 2019 Fall Schedule: Heart of
Faith, Old Testament, New Testament, Wisdom Literature
and Psalms. For a description of classes, locations, times,
registration forms and to learn more about our programs
visit www.dioceseaj.org/lay-ecclesial-ministry/ or contact
Marybeth at (814) 361-2000. All are welcome!

| CREATION CORNER: "If human beings I
I were to treat one another’s personal I
| property the way they treat the natu- : |
I ral environment, we would view that season of %2 |
IbehaV|or as anti-social and illegal. We creat on |
Iwould expect legal sanctions and even |
| compensation. When will we learn that to commit a i
| crime against the natural world is also a sin?" i
|
|
|
|
I
I
|

i "The way we respond to the natural environment directly :
 reflects the way we treat human beings. The willingness
 to exploit the environment is revealed in the willingness
to permit avoidable human suffering. So the survival of
“the natural environment is also the survival of ourselves.
:When we will understand that a crime against nature is a

: crime against ourselves and sin against God?"

I
I
I
I Patriarch Bartholomew

STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone
from the prayer list. PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING
and their caregivers and give thanks for those who have
recovered. Lord we ask for your blessings and care for

these and all people in need:

Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ James Aubrey
Judy Baird ¢ Robert Cole ¢ Millie Grace Capon
Michael DeStefano e Jim Duffy e Charlie Elder
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier ¢ Dianna Green

Molly Grenfell ¢ Ken Hartman e Elain Houseknecht

Boni Javier @ Brian Kopp e Lisa ® Sherri Maffettone
Bryson Miller e June Miller e Susie Miller
Barbara Moore ¢ Ailani Myers ® Nancy Patricia Olson
Mary Oricko e Jeff Price ® Karen Price ® Ron Peschock
Dave Petrak e Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Vicki Riley e Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph
Peggy Seiler ® Anne Showalter
Tim & Dina Temofonte ¢ Patty Teufel e Lois Werfel
William Wieland ¢ Noah Wills ¢ Amber Yasolsky
Milan & Family

ARISE DIOCESAN CONVOCATION: Saturday, September
21, at Bishop Carroll Auditorium. Dr Donald Asci, a profes-
sor from Steubenville University presents Following Jesus
and Transforming the World: The Social Dimension of
Christian Discipleship. Anyone interested in learning more
about the Catholic Social Teachings of the Church is in-
vited. Please register online for this event by going

to www.dioceseaj.org. and clicking on the Arise Circle
which opens on the left side.

LOVE FEAST: Our fall Love Feast will be on Saturday, No-
vember 9, so it is time to sign up to volunteer and/or pick
an item from the kiosk strips to buy and put under the
designated coat-rack. Our initial committee meeting will
be next Tuesday, September 3 at 6 p.m. in the Gathering

Space.

Stewardship at St. John’s

Offertory for August 25
Envelopes S 4,619.00
Loose $ 798.00
Catholic Education S 5.00
Assumption of Mary S 7.00

SubTotal S 5,429.00
Online Giving S 1,523.00
Total Offertory S 6,952.00

Restore*Repair*Rejoice
Payments/Donations $101,507
Pledge Payment Committed $49,858
Total Pledges/Donations $151,365

2019 Catholic Ministries Drive: Goal - $43,116
As of July 31, 2019:
Payments/Donations 26,555
Pledge Payment Committed $1,950
Total Pledges/Donations $28,505




JOIN THE CHOIR: The Adult Choir
rehearses every Wednesday evening
from 7:00 to 8:30. In addition to
adults, high school students are also
welcome to sing in the Adult Choir.
There is no audition and you do not
need to know how to read music.
Anyone interested in joining the Adult ~
Choir is invited to come to rehearsal this Wednesday,
Sept. 4 at 7:00. For more information, contact Debbie
Johnson at 931-2867 or email dj219@msn.com.

HAPPINESS
{5 SINGING
IN"THE CHOIR!

2019 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE

BE A GOOD SHEPHERD.
GIVE HELP. BUILD HOPE. CHANGE LIVES.

Campus Ministry needs your support! 100% of your gift
will make a difference!

Starting college, far from home, can be very difficult.
You start to feel homesick from missing your family. The
only thing that makes you feel better is connecting with
your faith because it makes you feel at home. Currently,
there are five non-Catholic colleges and three Catholic
colleges around this area that provides students with
opportunity’s to celebrate mass and strengthen their
faith while at school. In 2017-2018, $567,711 was dis-
bursed to support thousands of Catholic students at-
tending Penn State Altoona and University Park, Juniata
College, Lock Haven University, and Pitt at Johnstown by
funding materials to support music ministry, worship
and volunteer service groups, special mission projects,

and the RCIA program.

Your gift can be mailed to the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown,
2713 West Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601-1720;
placed in your parish offertory; or made online at
www.dioceseaj.org .

HAITI STUDENT SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM: Once again we
will be sponsoring students from Sts. Peter and Paul for
the academic year of 2019-2020. The gift is $150. Most of
the students cannot afford even part of the tuition cost
but Sts. Peter and Paul wishes to open its doors to anyone
who wants an education. Your $150 donation will assure
your student tuition, books, and lunch. Teacher salaries,
which average $42 a month, are the largest expense, fol-
lowed by books, lunch, and supplies. There is a display in
the Gathering Space providing envelopes to renew your
sponsorship or begin a new one. There are about 200 stu-
dents in the school. We had 60 students sponsored last
year. Let's see if we can reach 100! We’d like to have all
sponsorships turned in by September 15.

Twenty-second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 1, 2019

You have approached Mount Zion
and the city of the living God.

— Hebrews 12:22a

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sunday Sept. 1 — 22" Sunday In Ordinary Time

8:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish

10:00AM- Mass for Russell Irwin requested by Knights of
Columbus, Star of the Sea Council #4245

Monday Sept. 2 — Labor Day
9:00AM- Mass for Gary Bevan requested by
Marilyn Bevan

Tuesday Sept. 3 — St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor
of the Church
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM- Morning Prayer
8:30AM- Mass for Daniel Sclafani requested by
Ray & Mary King

Wednesday Sept. 4 — Weekday

5:00PM- Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions

6:00PM- Mass for Brendon P. Koehle requested by
Betsy Lloyd & Family

6:45PM- Rosary

Thursday Sept. 5 — Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM- Morning Prayer
8:30AM- Mass for Joe Robeson

Friday Sept. 6 — Weekday
7:30AM- Eucharistic Adoration
8:30AM - Morning Prayer & Communion Service

Saturday Sept. 7 — Vigil of the 23™ Sunday in Ordinary
Time
3:00 PM- Confessions
4:00PM- Mass for Daniel Sclafani requested by
Ron & Dorothy Pepal

Sunday Sept. 8 — 23" Sunday In Ordinary Time

8:00AM- Mass for People of the Parish
11:00AM- Mass for Barbara Byers requested by
Jay & Mary Ann Earnest

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18; Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8; Lk 4:38-44
Thursday: Col 1:9-14; Lk 5:1-11
Friday: Col 1:15-20; Lk 5:33-39
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Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC

Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad"
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! @

1Receive a $50 Restaurant.com
Gift Card with FREE
in-home estimate!

I CALL BY 5/31 TO RECEIVE I

i 75% 5&% OFF;

1 LABOR 1

| Afer 5/31/19 customer will be |
| eligible for 50% off labor.
Does not include cost of
material. Offer expires
9/30/19.

E
i priot o fsenaion. Bgies S0, _

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
| am patronizing your business
because of it! atcuardo ot Ptsburan nia it

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration ~ *Guaranteed not to clog voras
long as you own your home, or

well clean your guters for free.

The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor

Altoona  944-9365 Brian or Sally, coording;ors
Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home | g6() 399.1785 an Clical Tave
. . ' ' Apostleship of

David J. Mason, Supervisor ST 211799070 the Sea-USA

695-1551 www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

Hollidaysburg

1

1

1

1

1

: Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
smst | leaves, pine needles, and debris

: Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder

1 to clean clogged gutters

: Durable, all-weather tested system not

‘ a flimsy attachment

LeafGuard=

ONE Y PARISH

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.

This is @ new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.
$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 « www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal

An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

LeafGuardfi

is guaranteed
never to clog or
we |l clean it for
FREE*

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Get it. And forget it.fi

800-566-6150 * www.wlpmusic.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your

Catholic Community

with OneParish! M s

and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org 814-946-0857
Plumbing,
McAleer s

Heating,
Since 1886 Air Conditioning

24 Hour
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Registered Master Plumbers  Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark  Quality Work
Non-Smoking Employees  An Altoona Tradition
1008 Chestnut Ave. Altoona o042-7153

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

Ambulance  SolutionsasLowas $19 95 3 month

Police  Fire o
Friends/Family "REe Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

ﬁél\_/bl 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/FaILIOVEV)e:t:‘ccteizﬁramee(jl

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert easysetup,No Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA
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