February Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
Human Trafficking
For a generous welcome of the victims
of human trafficking, of enforced

FEBRUARY 24, 2019
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WEDNESDAY 6:00 PM

SATURDAY - 4:00PM e SUNDAY - 8:00AM & 11:00AM ORDINARY TME
St. John the Evangelist Church

309 Lotz Avenue, Altoona, PA
814-942-5503

www. stjohnsaltoona.org
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00-3:00

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
March 2 - Parish Mardi Gras - 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM
March 3-9 - Season 2 Arise Group Meetings begin
March 6 - Ash Wednesday Mass & Lenten Soup Supper
March 8 - Stations of the Cross - 7:00 PM
March 17 - The Living Stations - 9:30 AM in Fr. Bailey Hall
April 13 - Love Feast




A Few Words from the Pastor:

A Late Lent — With Easter being celebrated late in April, the beginning of Lent comes many weeks after the
end of the Christmas season. These “in-between” weeks have given all of us an opportunity to catch our
breath. Add to that the nasty weather we have been having, we have been blessed with “at home” time,
slowing down to perhaps read a good book or watch a movie or two. Might | suggest some

spiritual reading, using this “down” time to lift our hearts “up” in prayer. %‘};‘i«
Mardi Gras — Don’t miss our Mardi Gras party next Saturday night, March 2" following the ,a%%m:
evening Mass. Good food, good music, good friends! What more could one ask for? 5.:-_. AN
:
b

Preaching the Lord’s Prayer: This weekend | will be preaching on the petition “Give us this day
our daily bread”, which certainly invites us to see the Eucharist as the food which sustains us. Next week we
come to the most challenging of the petitions, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us.” We are called to be as forgiving of others as the Father is forgiving of us. The final petitions,
“Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil” coincides with the first Sunday of Lent, which is always
the story of the Lord’s temptation in the desert. As the Lord was tempted, so are we!

Restore! Repair! Rejoice! — We are most grateful to Chris Ringkamp for his presentation last weekend on our
100™ Anniversary capital campaign. Brochures and pledge cards are available in the Gathering Space, and all
are encouraged to participate in this important initiative. Please take a moment to view the pictures posted
in the Gathering Space which show the physical needs of our parish. This appeal is a wonderful companion
to our ARISE program, which will begin in a few weeks! Thanks in advance for your generosity!

The Oberammergau Passion Play — In just more than a year, in June 2020, we will be making our pilgrimage
to Oberammergau, Germany, for the historic Passion Play. Our pilgrimage will also include a number of sites
in Bavaria and Eastern Europe. There are a few seats remaining for this memorable journey. There will be a
special Informational Meeting this Tuesday, February 26 at 7:00PM in our parish center. Consider joining
this pilgrimage to the Passion Play, which is produced only every ten years!
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Season Il of ARISE Together in Christ

will take place this Lent. There will be
six faith sharing sessions that invite us

: ~ s to “Change Our Hearts”. The first ses-

m' _Jt sion reflects on the cen'tral call of Ash

Together in Christ Wed‘nesday to conversion, bot.h as

! turning away from and as turning to-

i ward. Over the next 5 weeks we will explore the meaning

+ of lifelong conversion via the great symbolic themes of

' the Lenten liturgy: being transfigured; our thirst for God;

i living as children of the light; changing out hearts of stone

' to hearts of flesh. Our concluding session leads us into

i Holy Week. Even if you did not participate during the

: first season of ARISE last October, we invite you to par-

é ticipate during this Lenten season.

i Come and join us as we “Change Our Hearts” and ARISE

! Together in Christ. You may sign up for a group in the

' Gathering Space. Faith sharing groups will begin next

i week. For more information, contact Jane Becker at

1 814-414-9836 or jmbecker1207@gmail.com.

4

Our next free “sit-down luncheon” for :
' approximately 75-100 needy families will

J@Mt be held on April 13,2019 at Simpson Tem-

i ple. There will be a list of needed food :
O items posted on the kiosk in the gathering
space. Please consider signing up on the
i kiosk to volunteer for this wonderful community outreach
i program. We thank you in advance for your ongoing sup-
: port of this important event. 3

RESTORE-REPAIR-REJOICE! |
wm We officially announced our i
Restore - Repair - Rejoice! i
campaign at masses last :
Aau weekend. If you were not i
with us, please pick up a |
campaign brochure and i

envelope in the Gathering |

Space. i




! RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

: Religious Education Schedule

| February 24 — Mardi Gras Carnival for all classes

! 9:15AM-10:45AM

! March 3 - NO CLASS

i March 6 — ASH WEDNESDAY: 11" Grade Confirmation
i Service Project 5:00PM-8:30PM

I March 10 - Class in session. (Living Stations Rehearsal)
' March 17 - Family Lent Gathering - Living Stations

I Students must attend with an adult

i
! Any questions regarding Religious Education classes or
: schedule, please contact Megan Swope at

; mswope726@gmail.com or (814)631-8273

HAITI NEWS: At this time the solar project for Sts. Peter
and Paul is postponed until late spring. Any donations
already received will be held for this project. Please con-
tinue to support our Haitian friends through online giv-
ing or the Common Cents Jug. This money is essential to
keep the community functioning. Presently, Haiti is in
political turmoil due to the scandal of missing funds from
the Petro Caribe loan from Venezuela. The Haitian people
are protesting for accountability and a change in the gov-
ernment. Present consequences of the corruption are a
devaluing of the gourde, a shortage of gasoline, and diffi-
culty purchasing food and water. Although the protests
and violence are mostly limited to larger cities, the mone-
tary repercussions definitely affect Marmont so if it is
possible for you, please continue or begin your contribu-
tions. Thank you so much.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER: “But rather, love your enemies
and do good to them, and lend without expecting any-

i thing back.” (Luke 6:35)

Easier said than done, right? But, if we are to imitate

i Christ, most of us need to practice mercy and compas-
sion more frequently. Start with the little daily annoy-

i ances that we experience, the unkind word or hateful

i glance we receive. Instead of plotting revenge on that
person, try saying a quick prayer for that person. Mercy
and compassion will put us on the path to holiness.

Stewardship at St. John’s
Offertory for February 17

Envelopes S 4,101.00
Loose S 687.00
Children S 3.00
Catholic Education S 5.00

SubTotal S 4,796.00
Online Giving S 1,309.00
Total Offertory S 6,105.00

2018 giving statements are available by calling the
Parish Office at 814-942-5503. You can also download
your statement by logging in to My Own Church.

STJOHN'’S PRAYER LIST
Please call Ginny Reeder (695-7671) or email her at
ginny.reeder@gmail.com to add or remove someone
from the prayer list.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and their caregivers
and give thanks for those who have recovered.
Lord we ask for your blessings and care for these
and all people in need:
Baby Adam ¢ Baby Aiden e Cari Ann ¢ Judy Baird
Jen Buda ¢ Robert Cole ¢ Millie Grace Capon
Mary Lee DeStefano ¢ Michael DeStefano e Jim Duffy
Helen Fornwalt e Leann Frazier ¢ Fran Fulare
Dianna Green ¢ Ken Hartman e Boni Javier ¢ Brian Kopp
Lisa e Sara Litzinger e Sherri Maffettone e Bryson Miller
June Miller e Barbara Moore ¢ Mary Oricko
Ron Peschock ¢ Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Olga Romerowicz ® Mike Rudolph ¢ Anne Showalter
Dianne Stultz ¢ Tim & Dina Temofonte e
Patty Teufel ¢ Lois Werfel ¢ Noah Wills
Amber Yasolsky e Milan & Family

HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Bob Rajnish
May he rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPER: Please join us in the
cafeteria for a delicious meal of homemade soup and
fresh bread, following the 6:00 Mass on March 6™, Aswe
begin our Lenten journey, we remember our less fortu-
nate brothers and sisters for whom this simple meal
would be a feast. Donations will be accepted for Saints
Peter and Paul Parish in Haiti.

If you would like to make soup please sign up on the kiosk
or contact Mary Petrak, 502-6076.

PARISH MARDI GRAS PARTY: (Ages 21 & over) Saturday,
March 2, from 5:30PM until 9:00PM in Father Bailey Hall.
Please join us for delicious food, music, dancing, enter-
tainment, the King Cakewalk and the crowning of the
2019 Mardi Gras King & Queen. The parish will provide
chicken & soft drinks. Please bring a side dish. Sign up on
the kiosk. Family and friends from outside the parish are
welcome, too. BYOB

CELEBRATING THE ARTS: Twenty-five Bishop Guilfoyle
students will have artwork on display at the Southern Al-
leghenies Museum of Art’s 21st Annual student art cele-
bration entitled “Artists of the 21st Century”. The art will
be displayed at SAMA-Loretto through March 23. SAMA-
Loretto is open 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday through
Friday and 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM on Saturday.

“HELLO, DOLLY”: Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School
Drama Club presents “Hello, Dolly” on Friday, March 1,
and Saturday, March 2, at 7:30 PM at the Mishler Theatre.




HOLY TRINITY CASH BASH: Saturday, March 23, Maria
Parish Center at St. Rose. Doors open @ 5:30 PM, dinner
@ 6:00 PM. Drawing starts @ 7:30 PM. $100 ticket admits
2 (21 & older) and includes dinner, drinks, live music,
NCAA Basketball, and a chance to win cash prizes, includ-
ing the top three prizes of $3000, $1500, or $500! - Every
10th number drawn wins $100 - Only 200 tickets will be
sold!! - Chances available for Chinese Auction items, and
50/50! Call (814) 942-7835 for tickets.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS IN YOUR PLANS FOR SPRING?:
Don’t forget to buy scrip for your home improvement pur-
chases! Whether you’re picking out new furniture, re-
modeling the kitchen, or repainting your favorite room,
big projects don’t come cheap. On the plus side, big
spending means big rebates for St. John’s, so don’t forget
to order scrip for purchases at Lowes, Home Depot, etc.

DIOCESAN SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES 2019:
Registrations for our diocesan summer camps, Camp
Timothy (Grades 10-12 and newly graduated seniors) and
Camp Zacchaeus (Grades 4-9) and are currently being ac-
cepted! For those registering prior to MARCH 1, 2019,
there is a discount of $10.00 We do not want any child
to miss camp because of financial concerns. Any family
that would like to apply for a scholarship is encouraged to
do so. Application deadline is June 1, 2019. Must have
already registered and paid the registration fee to receive
an Angel Fund application.For more information or bro-
chure, contact Francine Swope in the Youth Ministry Office
(814)317-2646.

MOUNT CARMEL FISH DINNER: Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Church Ash Wednesday Fish Dinner will be held from
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM on March 6. Serving at School Cafete-
ria on 8th Avenue $9.00 - BAKED OR FRIED FISH

Tickets sold in advance at the Parish Office, 806 11th
Street. Take outs available.

Liturgical Reflection... The solemn exposition of the Holy
Eucharist offers the opportunity to the people of God for
prayerful reflection on their call to a deeper devotion to
the Eucharist. And this deep reverence and devotion chal-
lenge believers to a more faithful living of the Christian
life. Eucharistic Adoration provides God’s people with an
opportunity to become more aware of Christ’s presence
with his people. Adoration also invites the faithful to a
spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus. Prayer before
the reserved Sacrament helps focus attention on the Eu-
charistic Lord who feeds our hungers and quenches our
thirsts. Order for the Solemn Exposition of the Holy

Eucharist, 1993, Number 3.

2019, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan
Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648

Seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
February 24, 2019

Merciful and gracious is the Lorp,
slow to anger and abounding i kindness.

— Psalm 103:8

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sunday February 24 - Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00AM-Mass for Eileen & Gene O’Neill requested by
Michael O’Neill

11:00AM-Mass for Mary Catherine Majestic requested by
Bill & Norma Foose

Monday February 25 - Weekday
7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM-Morning Prayer
8:30AM-Mass for Joe Robeson

Tuesday February 26 - Weekday
7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM-Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Jimmy Nguyan Family

Wednesday February 27 - Weekday
5:00PM-Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions
6:00PM-Mass for Daniel Monahan
6:45PM-Rosary

Thursday February 28 - Weekday

7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM-Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Sylvia Baker requested by
Don & Sarah Miller

Friday March 1 - Weekday

7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM-Morning Prayer

8:30AM- Mass for Sharon Faber requested by
Rich & Joyce Lowe

Saturday March 2 - Vigil of Eighth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

3:00 PM - Confessions

4:00PM-Mass for Grady Weyandt requested by
his mother, Linda Weyandt

Sunday March 3 - Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM-Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by

John Prosperi
11:00AM-Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Sir 1:1-10; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: Sir 4:11-19; Mk 9:38-40
Thursday: Sir 5:1-8; Mk 9:41-50
Friday: Sir 6:5-17; Mk 10:1-12
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Physical Therapist
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The Stevens Mortuary, Inc.

Joseph J. Stevens, Supervisor
Altoona  944-9365

Plank, Stitt & Stevens Funeral Home

David J. Mason, Supervisor

Hollidaysburg 695-1551

Roland Crevecoeur Jr. M.D. FAAP, MACP
' Pediatric Cardiology and other
Medical Consultations, LLC
“Specializing in Pediatrics, Pediatric Heart and
Hypertension Disease for nearly a decade in Central PA”
1890 North Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
(814) 695-0632 « Accepting New Patients Again

Say Good -bye to Clogged Gutters! ‘@

| Receive a $50 restaurant.com H

Gift Certificate with FREE
in-home estimate!

Dura

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 412-528-1877

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we'll clean rfree.

:

nia under HICPA license

« Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

« Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

a flimsy attachment

Get it. And forget it.®

Directory of
Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes
VICTOR J. RIZZO, D.C.
CHIROPRACTOR
502 LOGAN BLVD.
944-3536

Protecting Seniors

Nationwide el

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

One Free Month

No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee

Q * Easy Self Installation

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

« LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we'll clean it for
FREE*

ble, all-weather tested system not

eafGuard=

unday Missal

An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95
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X V': 814-942-0101
1006 Pleasant Valley Blvd.

Altoona, PA 16602
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I ‘ FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

McAleer’s

378660 St John the Evangelist Church

Your Catholic Credit Union

all St. John parishioners are eligible to join

www.arcfcu.org . 81 4-946-0857

o Registered Master Plumhers  Residential & Commercial
 Free Estimates ® Neat & Clean Is Our Trademark ¢ Quality Work
Non-Smoking Employees ® An Altoona Tradition
1008 Chestnut Ave. * Altoona

800-566-6150 * www.wlpmusic.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://wwuw.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
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