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January Prayer Intention of Pope Francis
RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN ASIA

That Christians and other religious

minorities in Asian countries may be

able to practice their faith in full freedom. ' o,

APPOINTMENTS

ACOLYTES:

Sat. Jan. 20 - 4:00 PM - Jack & Ryan Donoughe
Sun. Jan. 21 - 8:00 AM - Emily & Ethan Miller
Sun. Jan. 21 - 11:00 AM - Caitlin & Tyler Conigy

LECTORS:

Sat. Jan. 20 - 4:00 PM - Jenna Jenkins, Maria Spayd

Sun. Jan. 21 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky
Sun. Jan. 21 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Susanna Tomlinson

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Sat. Jan. 20 - 4:00 PM - Barb Aubrey, Dorothy Yingling
Sun. Jan. 21 - 8:00 AM - Darlene Scarpaci, Fran Semelsberger
Sun. Jan. 21 - 11:00 AM - Pauline Adams, Debbie Dougherty,
Bill Foose, Norma Foose, Joseph Klobuka, Pam Klobuka

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY:

Sat. Jan. 20 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Coleen Langguth,
David Langguth, Heather Nackley

Sun. Jan. 21 - 8:00 AM - Helen Miller, Mike O’Neill,
Ginny Reeder, Mary Truesdale

Sun. Jan. 21 - 11:00 AM - Marilyn Bevan, Walter Bloom,
Lou Ann Clark, Peg Madden

SACRISTAN:

Sat. Jan. 20 - 4:00 PM - Ray & Mary King
Sun. Jan. 21 - 8:00 AM - Joyce Cunningham
Sun. Jan. 21 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti

SCRIP:

Sat. Jan. 20 - 4:00 PM - Julie Beiswenger, Charlene Lancy
Sun. Jan. 21 - 8:00 AM - Jim & Wendy Campbell

Sun. Jan. 21 - 11:00 AM - Jane Byrne, Carolyn English

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS
January 14: Second Sunday Food Collection
January 15 - Parish Office Closed
February 10 - Mardi Gras

PASTORAL STAFF:

MMsgr. Michael Becker mbecker253@aol.com
»Deacon Gene Neral gene@lifeinfocus.net
Mr. Mark Krepich RCIA
mark.krepich@gmail.com
XMr. Patrick Podoletz Parish Council President
ppodoletz@atlanticbb.net
XMrs. Deborah Johnson Director of Music/Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com
XMr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose Stephen Ministry
norma.foose@yahoo.com
XMrs. Mary Ann Mirobelli Business Manager
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net
Religious Education Director
mshaenig@gmail.com
Maintenance

Mrs. Mary Haenig

Mr. Ken Dunmire




A Few Words from the Pastor:

Arise! Together in Christ! — As our diocese is embarking on an exciting adventure in parish renewal, each parish has
been asked to form an “Arise” parish team. Arise Together in Christ is a three-year, parish-centered process of evange-
lization and spiritual renewal, designed to help people develop a closer relationship with Christ, grow in community,
and reach out in service to others. Should you be interested in serving on this team, or simply want to learn more
about “Arise,” please contact Msgr. Becker or Debbie Johnson. An important informational meeting will be held at St.
Catherine of Siena parish on Thursday, January 25”’, at 1:00 — 2:30, or 6:30 — 8:00. For more information, check the
recent issue of the Catholic Register, or go online to https://www.dioceseaj.org/arise.

World Day of Migrants and Refugees: This Sunday we are urged by Pope Francis to reflect on the Gospel call to en-
counter our neighbor and to welcome and protect those who are fleeing violence, persecution, or abject poverty. In
his letter regarding this day, he reminds us that “Every stranger who knocks at our door is an opportunity for an en-
counter with Jesus Christ, who identifies with the welcomed and rejected strangers of every age (Matthew 25:35-

43). The Lord entrusts to the Church’s motherly love every person forced to leave their homeland in search of a better
future. This solidarity must be concretely expressed at every stage of the migratory experience — from departure
through journey to arrival and return. This is a great responsibility, which the Church intends to share with all believers
and men and women of good will, who are called to respond to the many challenges of contemporary migration with
generosity, promptness, wisdom and foresight, each according to their own abilities.”

January is Poverty Awareness Month - Pope Francis reminds us that “The times talk to us of so much poverty in the
world and this is a scandal. Poverty in the world is a scandal. In a world where there is so much wealth, so many re-
sources to feed everyone, it is unfathomable that there are so many hungry children, that there are so many children
without an education, so many poor persons. Poverty today is a cry.” We remain committed as a parish family to share
our blessings with the less fortunate. In addition to our Second Sunday Food Collection, as well our participation in the
Love Feast, are there other ways that we can reach out to the poor in our community and in our world?

Praying for Christian Unity — All are invited to participate in an ecumenical service together with our Lutheran and Or-
thodox brothers and sisters at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament on Sunday, January 21 at 2:00 PM.

Our Saint of the Week - On Wednesday we celebrate the life of St. Anthony, Abbot, who lived as a hermit in the Egyp-
tian desert. Called the Father of Monasticism, Anthony lived a life of solitude, fasting, and manual labor in the service
of God. He never stopped challenging himself to go one step beyond in his faith. This life had left him a healthy, vigor-
ous man until very late in life. Anthony died when he was one hundred and five years old. Saint Athanasius, who knew
Anthony and wrote his biography, has written "Anthony was not known for his writings nor for his worldly wisdom, nor
for any art, but simply for his reverence toward God." We may wonder nowadays at what we can learn from someone
who lived in the desert, wore skins, ate bread, and slept on the ground. We may wonder how we can become him. We
can become Anthony by living his life of radical faith and complete commitment to God.

Our Poinsettias — We are most grateful for generous contributions which made possible the beautiful poinsettias for
Christmas. We will continue to adorn the altar with them for the next forty days, until Candlemas Day, February 2",
the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the temple. The spirit of Christmas lingers!

LITURGICAL REFLECTION: |n today’s Gospel, John the Bap-

tist points out Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” At every ) PARISH MARDI GRAS PARTY: (Ages 21
mass the invitation to receive the Body and Blood of Christ : & over) Saturday, February 10, 2018,
begins with, “Behold the Lamb of God.” When one of our in Father Bailey Hall. Please join us for
members dies, the Church especially encourages the cele- delicious food, music, dancing, enter-
bration of the Mass. The funeral liturgy is the central litur- tainment. the King Cakewalk, crown-
gical celebration of the Christian community for the de- ing of the 2018 Mardi Gras King &

ceased. As the deceased gathered weekly with the faith Queen. The parish will provide
community in life, so in death the Christian is commemo- chicken & soft drinks. You are asked to bring a side dish.
rated at the Sacred Mysteries, calling upon God’s mercy. Please sign up on the kioski. Guests are welcome. BYOB

Order of Christian Funerals, 1998-1989, Numbers 46 and 264.



! RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

i Sunday January 14 - No Class

E Sunday January 21 - Regular class 9:15-10:45

E Sunday January 28 - No Class

i CONFIRMATION INFORMATION

9™ Grade Confirmation session on Prayer-
Sunday Jan 21 9:15am in the school gym.

11" grade Confirmation session on Morality-

Sunday Feb 4™ 9:15 am in the school
gym.
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WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP: Beginning with Monday,
January 22, 2018, and continuing on the fourth Monday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center, we will
be using the following 12 part DVD lecture se-
ries: Retrieving Women's Voices in the Christian Theologi-
cal Tradition: Four Doctors of the Church (Hildegard of
Bingen, Catherine of Siena, Teresa of Avila, and Therese of

Lisieux).

LOVE FEAST: In preparation for our March 10 Love Feast,
our committee will meet the following dates: Tuesday,
January 16 and Tuesday, March 6. You will find strips to
purchase food items for the Love Feast in the gathering
space as well as a sign-up sheet for volunteering to pre-
pare and serve the food on the kiosk. Please consider
joining us for this important ministry to the hungry.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND CHILDREN’S HANDBELL CHOIR:
Rehearsals will resume this week, with Children’s Choir
from 6-7PM on Tuesday, January 16, and Children’s Hand-
bell Choir on Thursday, January 18, from 6-7PM. We’d like
to have more singers and ringers. Join us!

§STEWARDSHIP CORNER: Like Samuel in today’s first

i reading, we may not immediately realize that it is God
who is calling us. However, when we do realize that God
i is calling us to be a servant of His, may we respond as
Samuel did, “Here am |, Lord; | come to do Your will!”

Stewardship at St. John’s
OFFERTORY for January 7, 2017

Envelopes S 5,264.00
Loose S 779.00
Children’s S 1.00
Parish Development S 100.00
Catholic Education S 61.00
SubTotal S 6,205.00
Online Giving S 3,628.00
Total Offertory S 9,833.00

Catholic Ministry Drive Amount Rec’d @11/30- 539,635.
: Pledges - $2,340. :

. .
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We only have 5 short weeks till we
begin [ent. In the meanhtime lets
help fill our St John Family Tree

with
HEARTS of [Love anhd Prayers!!

Whom do you [,ove ahd want to Pray for?
Living anhd or deceased. Each week you
come to Mass add a heart with a hame of
someone you [,ove ahd watCh our tree grow
with hearts Of love ahd prayers!

STJOHN’S PRAYER LIST

It is a Spiritual Work of Mercy to pray for the sick. If you
know of someone in the parish who is ill or has passed
away and in need of prayers, please call Ginny Reeder
(695-7671) or email her at ginny.reeder@gmail.com to
add their name to the prayer list.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and their caregivers
and give thanks for those who have recovered. Lord we
ask for your blessings and care for these and all people in
need:

Baby Adam e Millie Bilski ® Jen Buda ¢ Robert Cole

Millie Grace Capon ® Mary Lee DeStefano
Michael DeStefano ¢ Keith DeMastens e Carol Field
JoAnne Gerardine ¢ Dianna Green ¢ Brian Kopp
Bryson Miller e June Miller ¢ Ron Peschock
Dave Petrak ® Bob & Mary Rajnish e Allison Recker
Dorothy Roberto ¢ Olga Romerowicz
Maureen Smithe ¢ Dianne Stultz e Patty Teufel
Lois Werfel ® Noah Wills e Religious Minorities in Asia
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of:
Diane M. Hallinan - sister of John Becker
May she rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.




TEEN SHELTER: St. John’s women’s group is still collecting
Domino Pizza gift cards or cash/checks for the Teen Shel-
ter’s weekly pizza night. Place your donation in an enve-
lope marked "Teen Shelter", and drop it in the collection
basket.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS : Holy Trinity is
conducting a cereal drive for the Altoona Food Bank this
month. Students are asked to bring in cereal starting
January 8-26. For more information or to participate,
please contact Holy Trinity at 942-7835.

Catholic Schools Week will be January 28 — February 3.

PRAYER SERVICE: On Thursday, January 18 at 7:00 PM,

in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona,

there will be a prayer service for the anniversary of the
Supreme Court decision of Roe vs. Wade (1973). There
will be a blessing for the pilgrims attending the March For
Life in Washington, D.C. the next day, Friday, January 19.
All are welcome to participate in this prayer. All who have
a respect for life from conception to natural death are
welcome to join our brothers and sisters at the Altoona
Cathedral.

ECUMENICAL SERVICES: On Sunday, January 21, Bishop
Mark Bartchak will host an ecumenical service at the Ca-
thedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona. The service
begins at 2:00 PM. All are invited to participate.

On Sunday, January 28, Bishop Gregory of Nyssa of the
Orthodox tradition will host an ecumenical service at
Christ the Saviour Cathedral, 300 Garfield Street, Johns-
town, PA. The service begins at 2:00 PM. Bishop Mark
Bartchak will be in attendance. All are invited to attend.

31°" ANNUAL RESPECT LIFE MARCH: Sunday, January 21,
2018 at 12:00 noon. We begin at 12:00 noon with a
Prayer Service in St. Matthew Church in Tyrone. We then
walk the 1.25 miles to Oak Grove Cemetery to the grave
of Baby Agnes Doe, for another short prayer service. A
hot luncheon will be served in the parish hall after the
march. Sponsored by the St. Gregory Council #1218
Knights of Columbus.

FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP: sponsored by Star of the
Sea Council 4245, Hollidaysburg, will be held on January
27,2018 from 11:00AM-1:00PM at St. Patrick’s Gym in
Newry. REGISTRATION 11:00AM-11:30AM. Competition
is free but donations of non-perishable food item for local
food bank is encouraged. Open to boys and girls 7-14 as
of Jan. 1, 2018. Must bring proof of age. May only par-
ticipate in one council competition. Awards for all age
groups. Questions or pre-register (recommended) by call-
ing Dennis Dombrosky at 695-1509 or email at di-
nopapt@aol.com.

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sunday January 14 - Second Sunday In Ordinary
Time
8:00AM-Mass for Guido Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi
11:00AM - Mass for People of the Parish

Monday January 15 - Weekday
8:10AM-Morning Prayer
8:30AM-Mass for Joan & Leonard Farrell

Tuesday January 16 - Weekday
8:10AM-Morning Prayer
8:30AM-Mass for Joe Robeson

Wednesday January 17 - St. Anthony, Abbot

5:00PM-Eucharistic Adoration/Confessions

6:00PM-Mass for AIma Reismeier requested by
Dolores Reismeier & Family

Thursday January 18 - Weekday
7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration
8:30AM-Morning Prayer and Communion Service

Friday January 19 - Weekday
8:10AM- Morning Prayer
8:30AM-Mass for Frank & Mary Bednarski

Saturday January 20 - Vigil of the Third Sunday In

Ordinary Time

3:00PM-Confessions

4:00PM- Mass for Joseph & Jean Dardzinski requested by
Rich & Joyce Lowe

Sunday January 21 - Third Sunday In Ordinary Time

8:00AM-Mass for Diane Mary Hallinan requested by
Lorraine Gustin

11:00AM - Mass for People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51;
Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19
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