APPOINTMENTS UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

ACOLYTES: March 1 - Lenten Soup Supper after 6:00 PM Mass
Weds. March 1 - 6:00 PM - Caitlin Conigy, Tyler Conigy March 11 - Love Feast
Sat. Mar. 4-4:00 PM - Rachel Resick, Claire Resick March 11 - Discover the Church - after 4:00PM Mass
Sun. Mar.. 5 - 8:00 AM - Nicholas Helsley, Not filled March 12 - Parich Penance Service - 4-00 PM
Sun. Mar. 5 - 11:00 AM - Amelia Partner, Amber Yasolsky - — !

April 23 - New Parishioners Luncheon

LECTORS: April 30 - First Communion
Weds. March 1 -6:00 PM - Barbara Bundy, Claudia Anderson | \ay 6 - Spring Fling
Sat. Mar. 4 - 4:00 PM - Heather Nackley, Mark Sloan

Sun. Mar.. 5 - 8:00 AM - Daniel Turcovsky, Diane Turcovsky ASH WEDNESDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 8:30 AM & 6:00 PM
Sun. Mar. 5 - 11:00 AM - Bill Foose, Norma Foose WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE:
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS MONDAYeTUESDAYeTHURSDAYFRIDAY: 8:30AM
Weds. March 1 - 6:00 PM - Melissa McHugh, Daniel Turcovsky, WEDNESDAY: 6:00PM
Diane Turcovsky, Darlene Scarpaci, Danielle Miller, SATURDAY: 4:00PM e SUNDAY: 8:00AMe11:00AM
Joyce Cunningham
Sat. Mar. 4 -4:00 PM - Joyce Cunningham, John Lloyd 7
Sun. Mar.. 5 - 8:00 AM - Cora Bacon, Mary Truesdale ]FEBRUARY 269 2 Ol
Sun. Mar. 5 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy, Susanna Tomlinson

Pam Klobuka, Joseph Klobuka, Bob Olson, Ginger Cooney EIGHTH SUNDAY ][N

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY: ORDINARY TIME

Weds. March 1 - 6:00 PM - Barb Aubrey, Helen Miller,

Charlie Moore, Ed Stoltz ST. JOHN THE
Sat. Mar. 4 - 4:00 PM - Connie Baker, Betsy Lloyd,

Dennis Moughemer, Karen Moughemer EVANGELIST CHURCH

Sun. Mar.. 5-8:00 AM - Carolyn English, Mary Grace Horton, 309 LOTZ AV]ENU]E

Ray Kennedy, Mike O’Neill

Sun. Mar. 5 - 11:00 AM - Dolores Capriotti, Mary Petrak, 8][4—942— 5 503

Wally Wargo, Walt Bloom .
R www. stjohnsaltoona.org

SACRISTAN:

Weds. March 1 - 6:00 PM - Darlene Scarpaci
Sat. Mar. 4 -4:00 PM - Mary & Ray King
Sun. Mar.. 5 - 8:00 AM - Billy Sweet

Sun. Mar. 5 - 11:00 AM - Barbara Bundy

PASTORAL STAFF:

oMsgr. Michael Becker mbecker253@aol.com

eDeacon Gene Neral gene@lifeinfocus.net

oMr. Mark Krepich RCIA & Parish Council President
mark.krepich@gmail.com

eMrs. Deborah Johnson Director of Music /Pastoral Associate
dj219@msn.com

oMr. & Mrs. Bill & Norma Foose Stephen Ministry Ja@ wceicd:
norma.foose@yahoo.com “Look at the birds '

oMrs. Mary Ann Mirobelli Business Manager in the sky;

. . they do not sow or reap,
stjohnchurch@atlanticbb.net Foey cviber v i fra [ermes

eMrs. Mary Haenig Religious Education Director yet their heavenly Father

mshaenig@gmail.com feeds them.”

. . Matth 6:26
oMr. Ken Dunmire Maintenance Copyioht €1 STraioc orinc atthew

Photo: © Terrance Emerson/iStock/Thinkstock




A Few Words from the Pastor:

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS — The holy season of Lent begins
on Wednesday, March 1, with our 8:30AM and 6:00PM
Masses with the distribution of ashes. Following evening
Mass we will have our traditional Lenten soup supper in
the cafeteria. Please plan on beginning your Lentin a
prayerful manner, with wonderful fellowship to follow!

FASTING AND ABSTINENCE IN LENT - Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence
for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are obliga-
tory days of abstinence. For members of the Latin Catho-
lic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age
18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat
one full meal. Two smaller meals may also be taken, but
not to equal a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence
from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catho-
lic Church from age 14 onwards. If possible, the fast on
Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy
Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to honor the suffer-
ing and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves
to share more fully and to celebrate more readily his Res-
urrection.

STATIONS & BIBLE STUDY THIS LENT - We would like to
place a greater focus on the Stations of the Cross, a ven-
erated tradition in the Catholic Faith in which we journey
with Christ to Calvary. Stations are observed each Friday
of Lent at 7:00 PM. Following Stations, there will be an
adult bible study of the Passion narratives, to be held in
the parish center. Mark your calendar and make a men-
tal note to walk in the steps of Jesus this Lent.

SMALL LENTEN GROUPS AGAIN THIS YEAR — As in previ-
ous years, we are encouraging parishioners to participate
in our small group discussions during Lent. As a resource
we will be using a booklet entitled Live Lent, which is
based upon the Sunday readings. The sign-up sheets are
in the Gathering Space, as well as copies of Live Lent. Let
this be your best Lent ever!

OPERATION RICE BOWL — This Lent we will again be par-
ticipating in Operation Rice Bowl. Your generosity for
those most in need is so very much appreciated. Rice
Bowls will be distributed in the Gathering Space.

COMMEMORATING OF THE REFORMATION - All are in-
vited to an ecumenical worship service celebrating the
500" anniversary of the Reformation, to be held at 2pm
on Sunday, February 26, 2017 at First Lutheran Church in
Altoona, PA (1401 12" Ave, Altoona PA). A highlight of
this service will be the proclamation by Bishop Michael
Rhyne of the Allegheny Lutheran Synod, and Bishop Mark
Bartchak of the multiple points of agreement on ministry,
mission, and Eucharist upon which Lutherans and Catho-
lics agree.

TRAVEL PLANS — We would like to plan an overnight trip
this spring to New York City, with St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
the Cloisters Museum, and the World Trade Center Mu-
seum as our prime destinations as well as a Broadway
show. Stay tuned! Also, we are considering a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land in May of 2018. More information on
both trips will be forthcoming!

ADULT ED - Our Sunday sessions continue with the
Robert Barron series, Pivotal Players, which highlights
some of the great figures in Christian history. We con-
tinue this week with the second portion of the program
on the great philosopher and theologian, St. Thomas
Aquinas.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD - Every Sunday in
Lent, we will have a special “Liturgy of the Word for Chil-
dren” at the 11:00 AM Mass. Before the readings, our lit-
tle ones are called to the altar for a blessing, and then led
by one of our catechists to the Day Chapel, where they
will hear the word of God in a way that they can better
understand. They then return at the time of the creed.
Contact Mary Haenig (mshaenig@gmail.com) if you’d like
to volunteer to help.

OUR PARISH FAMILY... Jim & Barbara MclLarren joined our parish in May 2015. They have a
blended family with 2 sons, 3 daughters, 2 grandchildren, and 8 great-grandchildren. Jim
worked as a Physical Therapist for 25 years and is now retired. Barbara taught in the paro-
chial school system for 10 years, then retrained in the healthcare field and ended her career
working for a long-term care pharmacy that provided prescription medications to nursing
homes. Jim is not always able to attend Mass due to health issues, but Barbara is a regular
at the 8 o’clock and also attends Adult Ed. Barbara has been friends since high school with

long-time active parishioner Joan Price, and has volunteered to help her with the upcoming “Spring Fling”. When |
asked how they feel about St John’s, Barbara said they appreciate how “dynamic and alive” our parish is and the many
opportunities to participate. One final note... Jim is facing possible heart surgery soon, so please remember him in
your prayers. If you’re willing to be included in this weekly feature, designed to help us learn more about our St John’s family, con-
tact: Cecelia Bloom, at 695-2806 or ceceb13@verizon.net. We’d especially like to hear from some of our 4:00 & 8:00 Mass people!




: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

I RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE

: February 26: Family Lent Event - 9:15-10:45 - parents and
| students are to attend

I March 5: regular class 9:15-10:45

'March 12: regular class 9:15-10:45

: March 19: Family Lent Event: LIVING STATIONS All fami-

| lies, parents and students are to attend. It will be held in
Ithe gym.
: 5/ CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

s Will be held every Sunday in Lent at the
==/ 11:00 AM Mass

MARDI GRAS CHANGE: This year, in place of the Mardi
Gras, the parish will have a Spring Fling on Saturday, May
6. For more information or to help with this event, please
contact Joan Price at 944-3207.

SCRIP UPDATE: Planning on doing some shopping?
We have some gift cards that are slow movers, and we
could use your help as we figure out what inventory to
keep in stock.

Sunoco: 10 - $50.00 gift cards

*Macy's: 10 - $25's and 5 - $200's

*Target: 8 - $100 s

*Ulta: 7 - $25.00

Chuck E Cheese: 10- $10.00 cards
If you are interested in purchasing these cards please
stop at the scrip table to make sure we still have them.
*Can be used for online shopping also!

ASH WEDNEDAY SOUP SUPPER: Please join us in the
cafeteria for a delicious meal of homemade soup and
fresh bread, following the 6:00 Mass on March 1st. As we
begin our Lenten journey, we remember our less fortu-
nate brothers and sisters for whom this simple meal
would be a feast. Donations will be accepted for Sts. Peter
and Paul parish in Haiti.

HAITI MATCHING DONATION: In June 2016, Jim Krug
visited our sister parish, Sts. Peter and Paul, in Haiti. He
was of great service to the parish and school with gar-
dening and repairs. As usually happens, the Haitian peo-
ple found a place in Jim's heart so he and his wife,
Stephanie, have offered a challenge of matching your
donation up to $1,250. Since Jim is an educator in Al-
toona, at his request, this money will be used to supple-
ment the salaries of the nine teachers. This is a very
generous offer from one of our own young families and
it would be wonderful to honor their giving. Starting Ash
Wednesday and throughout Lent, there will be special
envelopes near the scrip table to accept your dona-
tion. Just place them in the Common Cents Jar or the
offertory collection. Thank you very much.

|

St. John’s Prayer List
It is a Spiritual Work of Mercy to pray for the sick. If you
know of someone in the parish who is ill or has passed
away and in need of prayers, please call Ginny Reeder
(695-7671) or email her at ginny.reeder@gmail.com to
add their name to the prayer list.
3k 3k 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk 3k 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk sk sk sk ok sk 3k sk sk sk sk 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk 3k sk sk ok skosk ksk kk
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING and their caregivers
and give thanks for those who have recovered. Lord we
ask for your blessings and care for these and all people in
need:

Millie Bilski ® Bob Broadwater eDebbie & Ed Ergler
Michelle Fasline e Carol Field ® Wayne Flanagan
Bob George ® JoAnne Gerardine ® Ron Hord ¢ Judy Hurm
Brian Kopp ¢ Bill Loth ¢ Jim McLarren ¢ June Miller
Deacon Gene Neral ® Anne-Marie Norris
Ron Peschock ¢ Bob & Mary Rajnish ¢ Bob Reeder
Judy Roberts ¢ Olga Romerowicz ® Fran Semelsberger
Madison Shura e Patty Teufel ® Noah Wills
Comfort for the afflicted
HOME WITH THE LORD: Your prayers are requested for

the repose of the soul of:
Elizabeth Baumgartner
Shirley Bloom - sister of Walt Bloom
Teddi Leiden
Don Vogel - father of Linda Mueller
May they rest in the peace and joy of the Lord.

'...........................................s

E STEWARDSHIP CORNER “No one can serve two

E masters; for either he will hate the one and love the

* other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the

: other. You cannot serve God and mammon (material

« wealth).” Matthew 6:24 For many people, God and

« money run “neck and neck” as their first priority. Making
E money and spending money becomes the center of their
¢ life and they actually become a slave to money. The so-
« lution — become more generous. Giving money to

« Church and charity frees us from slavery to money and

s from making money a “god” before God.

Stewardship at St. John’s
OFFERTORY for February 19, 2017

E Envelopes: $ 4,192.00
+ Loose: S  454.50
* Children’s: $  9.00
+ Parish Development S 70.00
*  Total: $  4,725.50
+ Online Giving: S 1,370.00
* TOTAL: $ 6,095.50

« 2016 Contribution Statements are available upon
E request. Please call the Parish Office at 814-942-5503.

a0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000 ¢



DISCOVER THE CHURCH: Saturday, March 12, 2017
after the 4:00 PM Mass. Come and explore our Church.
Find the answers to the questions you’ve always
wanted to ask... What happens in the room behind the
altar? What do Deacon Gene and Monsignor do to pre-
pare to celebrate mass? When is the day chapel used?
All are welcome to come learn more about our church.

LENTEN FISH DINNERS:
Our Lady of Lourdes, Altoona
Every Friday during Lent. Adults $9.50 /Children $7.00.
Take-out is available at 3:30 PM. Eat-in is from 4:00 PM
to 7:00 PM.

Unter Uns Club, Altoona

Beginning Ash Wednesday and continuing through
Good Friday. Dinners will be served from 4:30 PM to
7:00 PM or until sold out. Cost is $9 for adults, $5 for
children 4-10 and children under 3 are free. This is a
major fund-raiser for the Altoona Almrausch Schuhplat-
tlers (German Dance Group).

CHRISTIAN PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY COURSE will be
offered at two locations this March. Sr. Marilyn Welch,
CCW will be teaching Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30 PM at
St. Catherine of Siena, Duncansville, beginning March 8th
and Deacon Michael Russo will be teaching Tuesdays from
6:30-8:30 PM at St. Patrick School, Johnstown beginning
March 7th. During this 8 week course, participants will
explore both traditional and contemporary expressions of
Christian prayer and spirituality that will help deepen
their relationship with God. The cost of this course which
includes registration and materials is $55. For further in-
formation and registration please contact the Office of
Adult Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry at (814) 361-
2000 or email mheinze@dioceseaj.org. All our welcome!

LENTEN STUDY SERIES: Walk in Her Sandals: Experiencing
Christ’s Passion through the Eyes of Women. Mondays,
March 13, 20, 27 and April 3 & 10, 2017. Two sessions will
be offered; 9:30-11:30 AM and 6:30-8:30 PM. The series
focuses on the six universal gifts of women—receptivity,
sensitivity, generosity, prayer, maternity and the Holy
Spirit—through the eyes of women in the Gospels. The
study will guide participants through a prayerful and crea-
tive journey through the events of Holy Week, Easter and
Pentecost. The series is open to both men and women
but focuses specifically on the gifts of women through the
eyes of women in the Gospels. Pre-registration is required
with fee by Wednesday March 1, 2017. Cost for the series
is $20. Book fee:$12. Sessions will be held at Carmelite
Community of the Word Incarnation Center, 394 Bem Rd.,
Gallitzin, PA. To register, get directions, or for more infor-
mation, call 814-886-4098.

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sunday February 26 - Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM-Mass for Eugene & Eileen O’Neill requested by
Family
11:00AM-Mass for Lena Colyer requested by
Dick & Jenni Difolco

Monday February 27 - Weekday

7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM-Morning Prayer

8:30AM-Mass for the 35th Wedding Anniversary of
David & Coleen Langguth

Tuesday February 28 - Weekday

7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration

8:10AM-Morning Prayer

8:30AM-Mass for George Semko requested by
Barb Bundy

Wednesday March 1 - Ash Wednesday

8:30AM - Mass for Bud Bloom requested by
Bob & Jennie Diel

5:00PM- Confession

6:00PM— Mass for Eileen Becker requested by
Clarence Becker

Thursday March 2- Thursday After Ash Wednesday
7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM-Morning Prayer
8:30AM- Mass for Joseph Dullinger
requested by Rosemary Kwolek

Friday March 3- Friday After Ash Wednesday
7:30AM-Eucharistic Adoration
8:10AM-Morning Prayer

8:30AM-Mass for The Faithful

Saturday March 4 - Vigil of the First Sunday of Lent
3:00PM- Confession
4:00PM-Mass for People of the Parish

Sunday March 5 - First Sunday of Lent
8:00AM-Mass for Ida Prosperi requested by
John Prosperi
11:00AM-Mass for Annie Johnston requested by
Barb Bundy

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Sir 17:20-24; Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12; Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: JI 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20 -- 6:2;

Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
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